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THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett) took the Chair at 10.45 am, and read prayers.

PETITION
Toys - War Toys

DR LAWRENCE (Subiaco - Minister for Education) [10.46 am]: I have a petition couched
in the following tenms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, object to certain toy products termed 'WAR TOYS' - a
category which includes any products intended for play by, and/or entertainment for
child consumers which by means of its design and advertising, promotes the myth that
violencefsexismlracisnVmurder/war, and/or any other formrs of aggression are
worthwhile, heroic and glamorous examples of human behaviour.

We, the undersigned, consider WAR TOYS to be harmful to child consumers in the
following ways -

(a) WAR TOYS are socially and ethically harmful insofar as they promote - and
are intended by their manufacturers to promote - aggression and violence as
virtuous, even heroic, forms of human self-expression. Violence in the forms
of sexism, racism and brute force is irresponsibly glamorised by means of
promotional advertising;

(b) WAR TOYS are psychologically harmiful. Through constant exposure to
violence and war, glorified or rendered acceptable through the medium of Toys
(i.e. fun and play) children become prepared to assent to these forms of
aggression rather than seeking peaceful, cooperative means of self-expression.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that the definition of "dangerous" operant in
consideration of Product Safety under the Consumer Affairs Act be extended to
include those products which are wilfully intended to promote aggressive and
destructive attitudes in child consumers.

We, the undersigned, do recognise the difficulties of applying a defimitioni of
"dangerous" to include ethical, social and psychological as well as physical harm.
Perhaps this will require an Ethics Committee, made up of people with relevant skills,
to debate and decide on a given product. We urge that, in the same way that films are
rated in accordance with content and, similarly, controls are imposed on cigarette
advertising, so WAR TOYS should at least canry mandatory warnings alerting
consumers to the inherent dangers. The scope of the Consumer Affairs Act would
thus be significantly extended to the protection of the youngest, and arguably the most
vulnerable, group of consumers.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this mailer earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 800 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 70.]
PETITION

Hazardous Materials - Sodium Cyanide
MR WIESE (Narrogin) [10.50 am]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia assembled.
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We the undersigned residents of Narrogin and its surrounding area beseech
Parliament to intercede on our behalf and prevent liquid sodium cyanide being
unloaded in Narrogin and transported through the townsite of Narrogin because -

(1) the transportation of sodium cyanide from rail to road will take place within I
kilometre of the centre of the town;

(2) the proposed route out of Narrogin will pass over the Narrogin creek which
flaws through the centre of Narrogin;

(3) the proposed route travels within 20 metres of the front doors of 90 houses
within the tawnsite of Narrogin;

(4) a spillage within the townsite would be unable to be contained and would flow
directly into the town drainage system and to the Narrogin creek and pose a
danger to the town inhabitants and the environment;

(5) the proposed route from Narrogin to Williams passes within 300 metres of the
bitumen catchment and within 800 metres of the water stored in Bottle Creek
Reservoir which services the whole of the Great Southern comprehensive
water supply;

and further poses an unacceptable risk to all the residents in Narrogin and to the water
supply of the whole of the Great Southern area of the State.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

The petition bears 436 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 71.]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mrs Buchanan resolved -

That leave of absence for two weeks be granted to Mr Tom Jones (Collie) on the
ground of urgent private business

DATA PROTECTION SILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Hassell, and read a first time.

PAY-ROLL TAX AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands - Treasurer) [10.54 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to implement measures anniounced in the Budget speech and is
complementary to the proposed changes contained in the Pay-roll Tax Assessment
Amendment Bill. The effect of both Bills will be a reduction of payroll tax liability relative
to the existing scale for nearly 90 per cent of all registered employers. In addition, between
200 and 250 employers who would otherwise have become liable for payroll tax in 1988-89
will be exempted. This will be achieved by increasing the various payroll thresholds to
which the tax rates apply by around seven per cent with effect from I January 1989. After
adjusting the thresholds the current mininmum rate of 3.75 per cent is now proposed to apply
to annual payrolls between $295 000 and $1 180 000. A corresponding increase will apply
for those who pay tax at a rate between 3.75 per cent and 4.75 per cent. These rates will
operate between $1 180 000 and $2 124 000.
The Government is particularly concerned to assist small business. Since ts Government
came into office not only has the minimum payroll tax rate been reduced but also the payroll
tax exemption level has been increased by almost 140 per cent compared with a
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corresponding CPI increase over this period of just over 50 per cent. As a result of the
adjustments to the tax thresholds detailed in this Bill businesses in the lower payroll range
will enjoy a reduction in payroll tax of up to $1 800 per annum, and chose in the second range
a reduction of up to $21 600. The cost to revenue of implementing these payroll tax
concessions is estimated to be $4.5 million in a full year and $1.9 million in 1988-89.
1 comnmend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Macnnon (Leader of the Opposition).

PAY-ROLL TAX ASSESSMENT AMENDMIENT SILL
Second Reading

MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands - Treasurer) [10.57 am): I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill incorporates proposals that, together with complementary proposals contained in the
Pay-roll Tax Amendment Bill, will grant further relief from payroll tax as announced earlier
in the Budget speech. Between 200 and 250 employers who would otherwise have become
liable will be relieved from liability for the payment of payroll tax as a result of the increase
of around seven per cent in the basic annual payroll exemption level from $275 000 to
$295 000 per annum. The statutory weekly wage level at which point an employer is liable'
to register is increased from $5 280 to $5 670. Together with corresponding proportionate
increases in the remaining payroll teshold levels these changes will reduce the payroll tax
bill relative to that under the existing scale for some 90 per cent of emptoyers. These
measures are proposed to operate from 1 January 1989.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Macnnon (Leader of the Opposition).

LOAN DILL

Second Reading

MR PETER DOWDING (Maylands - Treasurer) [11.00 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill seeks the necessary authority for the raising of loans required to help finance the
State's Capital Works Program as detailed in the General Loan and Capital Works Fund
Estimates of Expenditure tabled on 30 August L988. Borrowing authority is being sought
this year for the raising of loans of $180 million. The level of borrpwing authonisation
required is determined after taking into account the unexpired balance of previous
authorisations as at 30 June 1988. It is also necessary to have sufficient borrowing authority
to enable works in progress to be maintained for a period of up to six months after the close
of the financial year pending the passing of a similar measure in 1989. 1 have outlined
already the highlights of our Capital Works Program in the Budget speech and I do not intend
to cover that ground again today. However, the task of framing our works program for 1988-
89 was made more difficult due to the substantial funding commitments needed for major
works in progress such as the electrification of the suburban railway and the construction of
the maximum security prison. As a result, members will now be well aware that the
Government has decided to draw upon $29.8 million from our accumulated short term
investment earnings to help meet expenditures on other essential capital works including new
educational facilities and the continuation of the health facilities building program.

The machinery nature of this Bill is well known, In accordance with clause 4 of the Bill, the
proceeds of all loans to be raised under this authority must be paid into the General Loan and
Capital Works Fund, as required under the provisions of the Financial Administration and
Audit Act. Moreover, no funds can be expended from the General Loan and Capital Works
Fund without an appropriation under an Act passed by this Parliament. In addition to seeking
to provide the authority for loan raisings, the Bill also permanently appropriates moneys from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund to meet principal repayments, interest and
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other expenses of borrowings under the authority of this Act. I commend the Bill to the
House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Macinnon (Leader of the Opposition).

SHIPPING AND PILOTAGE AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR PEARCE (Arrnadale - Minister for Transport) [11.03 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The Shipping and Pilotage Act currently applies special provisions relating to the control of
shipping and the provision of pilotage in and about ports to which the Act applies. In
particular, it establishes the boundaries of proclaimed ports and regulates the movement and
control of shipping within these waters. This Bill will extend shipping controls by allowing
harbour masters to control the movement of shipping in approach channels which extend
beyond declared limits and make pilotage compulsory in these areas. Several ports.
particularly the iron ore ports in the north west of the State, have buoyed and marked
channels which extend seaward well beyond the declared port boundaries. These channels
and associated navigation aids have been established at considerable cost to provide safe and
secure entry for vessels using the port. An example is Port Walcott where very large vessels
associated with the export of iron ore use approach channels which were established by the
operating company at the port. It is essential that appropriate shipping controls are
maintained to ensure that channels are kept open at all times to commercial shipping that use
the port in connection with an industry which is very important to this State.

This Bill will provide harbour masters with the power to exercise those traditional safety
controls and pilotage services which apply already within the limits of the port to navigation
and approach channels located outside the port limits. The Government has examined the
option of extending port boundaries to cover approach channels. However, this option may
disadvantage exporters by the imposition of additional shipping costs which arise when ships
under the contract of affreightment may claim demurrage from the time their vessel enters the
limits of the port until loading is able to commence.

In the past, pilot boarding grounds have in some instances been located outside the port limits
for a number of reasons including the convenience of ships using the ports. These
amendments will also remove any doubt that might now exist regarding legislative
authorisation of this practice which has been in place in some cases for many years, A
validation provision in the Bill will give lawful effect to past services provided. I cormend
the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Cash.

ACTS AMENDMIENT IRACING INDUSTRY) BILL

Second Reading
MRS B EGG S (Whitford - Minister for Racing and Gaming) [(11.07 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to give legislative effect to announcements made by the
Government in June this year based on recommendations contained in the report of the
Western Australian racing industry inquiry. The inquiry was conducted at the request of the
Government by a committee of three, chaired by Mr Bill Quin, with Messrs R, Waddinghamn
and R.J.M. Anderson QC as members. The terms of the reference of the inquiry were to
examine -

the funding of the racing industry, including on-course and off-course turnover tax,
unclaimed dividends, and the distribution basis for the TAB Is operating surplus;,

the administration of racing in Western Australia;

the source and level of resources necessary to ensure efficient and effective drug
detection facilities for the racing industr;
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facilities for racing and training, including the need for rationalisation of racing
tracks; and
relevant matters related to the viability and long term future of the racing industry,
with particular reference to promotion and marketing.

In November 1987, these terms were expanded to include emphasis on matters affecting the
integrity of, and public confidence in the racing industry. At this stage I wish to place on
record my appreciation and that of the Government for the high standard of the report and
thank the members sincerely for the thorough and competent manner in which the inquiry
was conducted.

At the outset, the Government made it clear that the formation of the inquiry was not a witch
hunt of the industry. The Government believed that a thorough examination of the industry
was essential to enable responsible decisions to be made for the benefit of the community as a
whole. Despite the assurances given by the Government, the Western Australian Trotting
Association decided not to be a party to the inquiry. Nevertheless, the Western Australian
Trotting Association made a comprehensive submission to the inquiry in relation to certain
matters, and particularly in relation to the rationale for the distribution of surplus Totaisator
Agency Board revenue between the racing and trotting codes. The committee completed its
task between August 1987 and February 1988 and submitted its report to Government in
March 1988. The report confirmed the general view that the racing industry in this State is
under considerable financial stress and there is genuine concern within the industry about its
future. The inquiry became convinced that the industry was in need of an improved funding
arrangement in both the short and long term.

The Government responded to the findings of the report by announcing financial relief in the
areas of TAB turnover tax, on-course totalisator duty and increased funding for the
Racecourse Development Trust, all of which are provided for in this Hill. For the racing year
1988-1989 which commenced on I August 1988, these concessions announced on 22 June
1988 represent an immediate injection of approximately $4 million to the industry. One of
the major recommendations of the inquiry was the formation of a racing industry
development authority to take over responsibility for the conduct of racing in this State from
the Western Australian Turf Club. Because of the complexity of the change and its financial
implications outlined in the report, a decision on these matters has been referred to an
interdepartmental committee consisting of the Office of Racing and Gaming, TAB, the State
Treasury and the State Taxation Department.

The principal bodies of racing and trotting have been placed on notice that they have control
of their own destiny. It is now up to each code to adopt more positive and professional
attitudes within the new financial framework to achieve greater recognition and to foster
respect from the comnmunity. The Government has agreed to the recommendations for an
independent appeals tribunal to service both racing and trotting and the enactment of a racing
offences Act. Legislation to give effect to both recommendations is being prepared.

I turn now to the main provisions of this Bill. Clause 2 provides for certain proposed sections
to come into operation with effect from I August 1988. Although this date is retrospective, it
enables the financial concessions granted by the Government to apply from the beginning of
the 1988-89 racing season. It was necessary to announce these concessions in June 1988 to
allow the industry sufficient time for financial adjustments, such as increased stake money to
be implemented prior to the start of the racing year. The remaining sections will come into
operation from the date of assent or proclamation. Part 2 of the Bill covers amendments to
the Racecourse Development Act. Membership of the Racecourse Development Trust has
been restructured to allow for the appointment of an additional independent member and for
the transfer at a later stage of the trust's functions from the TAB to the Office of Racing and
Gaming without further amendments. A provision has been included in this Bil to enable the
existing chairman and members to continue until the expiration of their current terms of
office.
The major amendment to the Racecourse Development Act is the provision for all unclaimed
dividends, other than those applying to greyhound racing and sports betting, to be paid by the
TAB to the trust. Previously, all unclaimed TAJB dividends, totalling approximately
$1 million per annum, were paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund. This concession will
double the amount available annually to the trust for distribution to country racing and
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trotting clubs. It will also release the WATC and the WATA from their previous statutory
obligation to contribute between them 25 per cent of the funds required for the trust. For the
1988-89 racing season only, an extra $1 million will be paid by the TAB to the trust from the
extra revenue available to the board from the one per cent reduction in turnover tax which
will be referred to later. This extra concession for the 1988-89 racing season is a result of the
Government's recognition of the financial part of many country clubs alluded to in the racing
industry inquiry report.

Part 3 of the Bill deals with amendments to the Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act. The
Bill allows for common totalisator poois and dividends to apply where on course totalisator
facilities are linked to the TAB computer. Previously, this applied only to each way betting
but will be expanded to other forms of novelty betting such as quinellas and trifectas. This
will enable on course punters access to larger totalisator pools and avoid the necessity for
different on and off course dividends. This has been a source of frustration and complaint
from many punters in the past, both on and off course. The Bill also provides a discretion for
the board to select races on which it could link into larger pools in other States, such as other
State Totalisator Agency Boards' betting on the Melbourne Cup. Obviously, this would
require sanction by other State TABs and the provision in this Bill merely allows the board to
adopt this course of action if considered desirable. From 1 August 1988 unclaimed dividends
on racing and trotting will be paid by the board to the Racecourse Development Trust.
Unclaimed dividends on greyhound racing will be paid to the Western Australian Greyhound
Racing Association and unclaimed dividends on sports betting will be paid to the credit of the
TAB sports betting account for distribution to sporting organisations.

Section 27 of the Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act, which requires the Commissioner of
State Taxation to pay the board 1.5 per cent of on course totalisator duty collected by the
commissioner, will no longer apply and is repealed. Comnmencing from I August 1989 the
ratio for distributing TAB revenue between racing and trotting will undergo a gradual change
over five and 10 years from 60:40 to 70:30 in favour of racing. For the first five years racing
will receive an extra two per cent and trotting two per cent less each year in respect of betting
on horse racing conducted within the State. For betting on horse racing and trotting outside
the State the change will be one per cent each year over a 10 year period. A clause is
included in the Bill to provide for trotting to be paid more than its 30 per cent statutory share
should turnover on trotting exceed 30 per cent of the total turnover in respect of meetings
conducted in the State in any year. Any increase to trotting would be met from a
corresponding reduction to racing. Part 4 of the Bill amends the Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Tax Act to reduce from seven per cent to six per cent the rate of turnover tax paid by
the board to the Government, with effect from I August 1988. Part 5 of the Bill amends the
Totalisator Duty Act by abolishing the 1.5 per cent commission payable by all on course
totalisators with effect from I August 1988. It also reduces by one per cent the on course
duty payable in respect of all forms to rotalisator betting with effect from 1 January 1989.
Part 6 of the Bill amends the Totalisator Regulation Act as complementary amendments to
the Total isator Agency Board Betting Act to provide for payment of common dividends and
betting on other venue meetings through on course totalisators. Part 7 covers the transitional
requirements of the Bill.

[ commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Thompson.

LJQUOR ACT AMIENDMIENT BILL

Second Reading
NI RS B EG GS (Whitford - Minister for Racing and Gaming) [ 11. 14 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill amends section t1I of the Liquor Act 1970 which provides for the appointment of
acting judges to the Liquor Licensing Court. The cout comprises one judge but, at present,
an acting judge can be appointed if the judge is absent from duty or declines to deal with a
matter or the office of judge is vacant. The Bill also adds a provision to allow an acting judge
to be appointed if the conduct of the business so requires. I recently introduced a Bill to
repeal the Liquor Act and enact a new Liquor Licensing Act. That new legislation will
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allow an acting judge to be appointed on all the existing grounds as well as the ground
included in this Bill to amend the existing Act. It will be some months before the new Act
can come into operation and this short amendment to the existing Act is provided so that, if
necessary, an acting judge can be appointed to assist in the disposal of applications before the
new Act comes into effect. This Bill, although related to the Bill already introduced, is to be
treated separately and wil come into operation when assented to so that an acting judge can,
if necessary, be appointed as soon as possible.

I commnend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Thompson.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading - Budget Debafe

Debate resumed from 13 September.

MR COURT (Nedlands - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [11. 15 amJ]: Currently we are
in the middle of a very important Budget session which is being held prior to the next State
election. The Opposition in this House is facing a Government which is running into a lot of
trouble. Every morning when one turns on the radio one hears of another scandal and
Government members always have a false and nervous smile on their faces. Year after year
we have had many examples of this Government's financial mismanagement and when the
back benchers opposite come into this House they do not know what will be exposed about
this Government's dealings. This week the Government has tried to defend the actions of
one of its fanner mates with regard to the running of the State Superannuation Board.

Mr Read: You do not believe that.

Mr COURT: Over the last few years we have seen the effect of many of the dealings of the
mates of the Government who have been put into positions of responsibility, but have abused
those positions. The member for Mandurah says that I do not believe it. There have been
many occasions in this House when I have raised matters of corruption.

Mr D.L. Smith: What about racing at Halls Head - that is, at Mandurab?

Mr COURT: What has this got to do with what IEarn saying? I am talking about corruption.
I could spend a couple of hours talking about donations if members opposite wanted me to.
When a corruption commission is established in this State it will not know where to start
because of some of the dealings undertaken by this Government.

Mr Wilson: I hope it goes back to 1974.

Mr COUIRT: What happened in 1974?

Mr Wilson: I hope it goes back to the previous Government as weUl.

Mr COURT: What happened then?

Mr Wilson: You tell us.

Mr COURT: I will tell members opposite what happened. Before this Government came
into office we had years of integrity in Government and there was no corruption in
Government. For the first time in the history of this State we have had to deal with this
Government and the shady financial dealings in which its mates have been involved. It is the
old story: The Government is trying to share the spoils of office and in doing that there has
been total maladministration of the finances of this State.

As we enter the election campaign a number of issues are becoming abundantly clear.
Besides the serious problems associated with housing, law and order and education there is
one major issue; that is, the integrity and accountability of this Government. In short, this
Government smells. In the process, members opposite have become completely arrogant and
their arrogance was shown up during the recent referendum campaign. After the referendums
results were released and there was an overwhelming win for the no case, the leaders of the
Labor Party said that the public did not understand the referendum questions and were not
fully informed. However, a few weeks before the referendums they said they had great
confident in the good sense of the public. In spite of that, they have given the impression that
the public did not know what they were doing when they voted. The Premier

2943



of this State, a lawyer and a citizen of Western Australia, told the people, by way of
advertisement, that it was important that they should vote yes. They told him what to do and
they made it clear that they did not want to hand over any of the State's powers to a
centralised Government. The Government's arrogance shows through in all its dealings; it
has the attitude that we do not operate under the Westminster system of democracy. It has
the attitude that because it is in Government it will do what it likes and that attitude shows
through in all levels of Government. The Labor Party is spending millions of dollars on a
campaign to promote its leader. We on this side of the House do not have access to such
funds, but at least we do not have problems with our consciences; we do not have to wonry,
as do Government members, about how the millions of dollars they have for (heir campaigns
were raised. In shunt, the Government stinks and the people will throw it out at the next
election.

I will concentrate my conmments on the resources industry. About five years ago the
Government made a big play of saying that the primary industries, agriculture and mining,
were yesterday's industries and that we needed to get into the new breed of high technology
industries. What followed was a disgrace. For five years nothing was done in either area.
The history of the Government's industry development authorities - whatever they are called
these days-, they have gone through so many changes - is an absolute disgrace. A large
bureaucracy was established, supposedly to promote industry and technology. All it
promoted were jobs for more of the Government's mates. The agricultural sector, which
went through some very sad and depressed years, was allowed to suffer and to fend for itself.
The push to get into the new wave of industries did not occur. Belatedly, the Premier and
Deputy Premier are now saying that primary industries are important to the future wellbeing
of our economy. The farming, mining, fishing and forestry industries are very much the
backbone of our economy. They have been slowly undermined by the actions of the
Government over many years. The major lobby in the ALP has the numbers to slow or stop
development in these areas. The industries of agriculture, fanning, mining, fishing and
forestry are under tremendous pressure from members opposite who are making it more
difficult for them to obtain access to land. With their attitudes to World Heritage listings,
they are determined to lock up more land. Such continual pressure is making it more difficult
for these industries to expand.

The primary industries are at the forefront of our economy. Just yesterday I asked a question
about uranium of the Minister for Mines. I wanted to know his position on the mining of
uranium and whether a mine would be approved for the CRA's Kintyre deposit. The
Minister for Mines told me that he was not responsible for uranium.

Mr Car: It is only worth mining uranium if it can be exported. The question of mining is a
Federal Governiment responsibility. To the extent that a new development like chat would
affect the State, it would come under the portfolio of the Minister for Economic Development
and Trade.

Mr COURT: I would have thought that the mining of uranium would come under the
portfolio of the Minister for Mines.

Mr Can:; What is the good of mining it, if we cannot export it?

Mr Cash: What does the Minister for Mines do?

Mr Thomas: IHe administers the Mining Act.

Mr COURT: I know uranium mining is a sensitive issue, but companies in this State have
spent millions of dollars in exploration programs. Does exploration have anything to do with
the Minister for Mines?

Mr Carr: Yes.

Mr COURT: Then why did the Minister for Mines not answer the question yesterday?

Mr Can: You asked me about mining, not exploration.

Mrt COURT: We referred to the mining of uranium, which includes exploration, In any case,
the point has been made that the Minister for Mines is just a puppet Minister. The Minister
for Economic Development and Trade makes all the decisions with respect to the activities of
the mining industry.

2944 [ASSEMBLY]



[Thursday, 15 September 1988] 24

The Government does not know how to handle the North West Shelf project. Initially, it
knocked the project. Then, when the project was explained to it, it supported it. More
recently, it has decided to kick the project again. The other week, it came our and said that
the pipeline was not big enough. Let us consider the facts of the situation. It is the largest
energy project undertaken in Australia and it is large by world standards. It has kept the
economy in this State buoyant in spite of our having a Labor Government, and it has enabled
a number of major industries to be attracted to the State. It will continue to do so in years to
come. It is a magnificent project and the Liberals are very proud that all phases of that
project bear the stamp of their Government. I feel sorry for the Premier and members
opposite every time they decide to knock the project.

Mr& Gordon [lt interjected.

Mr COURT: The best contribution the Minister for Employment and Training can make is to
say that I am supporting my father, or something like that.
Mr Gordon Hill: [ asked a question.

Mr COURT: I do rnot mind saying that I am very proud of the fact that my father was
involved with that project. I am not ashamed of that

Mr Thomas: We had to renegotiate the contracts to keep the State from bankruptcy.

Mr COURT: We will come to the matter of renegotiating contracts. This Government was
given an opportunity. It has gas coming ashore; it has gas going to the south of the State. It
has had five years -in Government and it still has not been able to work out how to use the
gas. We got the North West Shelf project going. We are proud of it. Members of the
Government can knock it as much as they like, but if they did not have the project, their
Government would be in a very sorry state.
Mr Thomas interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! I remind members of the sorts of rules which have applied in this
place for quite some time. Inrerjections are disorderly. I do not mind them from time to time
because they add flavour to the debate, but I will not accept them on a continual basis and at a
level which forces the person on his feet to shout to be heard. It is not even well mantnered to
force that situation, and I ask again for the cooperation of members.

Mr COURT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I quite enjoy the interjections, but I am directing my
remarks to the Chair.

The SPEAKER: You certainly are, and you will have all my protection.

Mr COURT: The Liberal Government was proud of what it did with the North West Shelf
project and it will be our intention in Government to move on to the next phase of the
development of our energy resources in the Pilbara region. In addition to expanding the
North West Shelf project to bring in the Goodwyn field, we would also like to add a further
initiative which we see as being very important in making the Pilbara the petrochemical
process centre of Australia, not just Western Australia. One of the first initiatives that we
will undertake will be to encourage the small oil and gas producers which are already
operating or about to operate in this region. I refer to the operators of the Talisman, Barrow,
Tubridgi, South Pepper, Harriet and Saladin fields. We are very keen for those small oil and
gas producers to form a gathering network to enable them to have their surplus gas brought
ashore at the Pilbara at very competitive rates. At present, although some of it is reinjected
into the ground, most of it is flared.

Currently the small producers in the region are taking out the oil which can easily be
transported to the markets and the balance is being treated as waste. Their projects are not
large enough to warrant the processing required for the gas. The existing intemnal Western
Australian market for gas, as we are all aware, is covered by long term contracts with the
Government. The challenge is to develop a new large gas demand in the Pilbara region to
capitalise on that new cheap supply of gas which we would like to be brought ashore from the
small producers. The way to develop this demand is to encourage the further processing of
our large mineral resources in the region. For example, we should use cheap energy which
can be brought ashore and it will enable the production of the direct products of iron ore
which can be used for a direct charge into steel furnaces. Already a certain amount of
processing is taking place of the gas from the North West Shelf. I was able to examine some
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of these things when I recently travelled with a group looking at petrochemical plants in the
United States; the sorts of projects that could be carried out in the Pilbara are the production
of LPG, ethanre, and methanol which has wide use in the plastics industry and is being
developed as a transport fuel. Countries such as New Zealand and South Africa have been to
the forefront in developing this technology. Although it is not competitive at current oil
prices, the technological advances will make it feasible.
The local salt can be convented to chlorine and sodium hydroxide. The chlorine can be used
for paper pulp manufacture, treating water, making hydrochloric acid, and the list goes on.
When one starts to develop these petrochemical industries, the possibilities are enormous.
For example, on the trip to which I referred we visited one strip in Houston which had 200
petrochemical plants alongside one another and they were Al feeding from one another using
the different products and by-products developed in the plants. The chlorine and ethane
which will be manufactured at the petrochemical plant proposed for the Kwinana region can
be brought together to produce ethane dichloride, which can be turned into VCM, which
becomes the feedstock for PVC. There is currently a huge demand for that type of plastic,
but we are talking about a wide range of plastics and petrochemical products that can be
produced in the region.

The Pilbara will become Australia's major industrial region with a strong emphasis on the
petrochemical industries and the further processing of the minerals in that area. A Liberal
Government will have to ensure that the infrastructure in that region expands to include, for
example, the provision of adequate water supplies. Industries on the scale to which I am
referring will require large water supplies. I am sure the member for Pilbara will agree that
the Pilbara has become an attractive place in which to live, but there are many disincentives
for people wishing to live and run their businesses in the region; one of those disincentives is
the discriminatory taxation, particularly the fringe benefits tax which works against
individuals and businesses in that region. It is essential that fuiture planning for the region
allows for high class residential areas which are environmentally acceptable and located well
away from the expansion of these industrial areas.

[ recently attended the resources conference at Karratha and, having watched Karratha grow
from nothing to the size it is today, it is obvious that the region has tremendous potential; it
has the energy -oil and gas - and the minerals, including iron ore, manganese, uranium and
gold. It has all the makings of a very large development region. I anticipate that in 10 to 15
years' time, instead of Karratha being a sophisticated town it will be a large city. That is an
indication of the confidence the Liberal Party has in the development of the Pilbara. region.

I now briefly touch upon the petrochemical project. Unfortunately, it has become a major
political issue, although not as a result of the project itself. The whole concept of the North
West Shelf was to enable gas to be brought to different pants of the State to encourage such
industries, but the huge controversy surrounding this deal results from the dirty financial
deal ings in which this Government has become involved. The Government has used it to try
to cover up some of its other financial deal ings, particularly the $150 million guarantee made
to Rothwells Ltd. The Governiment has admitted that there is a direct connection between
that deal and the plant, and it is now trying to back off from that issue.
I was fortunate to be invited by the Government - for which I thank it - to join a delegation to
the United States. Unfortunately I was not able to join that delegation on its trip to Norway.
Other members of the delegation were the member for Cockbumn, two representatives from
the Kwinana Town Council, and representatives from the Environmental Protection
Authority, the Department of Resources Development, and the company involved. I was
absolutely horrified to hear the allegations made by the Treasurer last Monday on 6PR radio
when he said -

[. Iwas appalled when I travelled overseas on this occasion, when I was told about a
trip that some of the Liberal Party front benchers have made overseas in the last few
months and the extraordinary thing about it is the way in which they have taken
domestic politics overseas, when [ go overseas the last thing [ talk about is the Liberal
and Labor Parties disagreements...

The Treasurer alleged that some senior Liberal frontbenchers had travelled overseas, had
spoken in derogatory terms about the State and had introduced domestic politics overseas. I
was approached by members of the media who said that only two Liberal members had
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travelled overseas in the last couple of months, the member for Cotesloe and me, and they
therefore assumed that these allegations referred to us. Our response was to ask the Treasurer
to name the Liberal Party frontbenchers and to explain what they had said. The Treasurer has
flat had the guts to name those members or to indicate what they are supposed to have said
overseas. The Treasurer should put up or shut up, especially in view of his pathetic motion
moved yesterday relating to Western Australian members of Parliament making derogatory
statements about Western Australia while overseas. It was the most cowardly act and I am
surprised that the newspapers and media ran the story. When the Prem-ier and Treasurer of
this State makes an unfounded allegation and will not back it up, he is stooping to a very low
level. I have been questioned in this House on many occasions when I have made
allegations I have been asked to produce the facts, and I have done so.

In this case an allegation was made that was a typical red herring, a diversionary tactic. I
want to put on record the fact that when I travelled overseas with that contingent I was proud
of the fact that I was representing Western Australia. On no occasion did I become involved
in domestic politics. Since the Treasurer made that allegation I have spoken to members of
that delegation to ascertain whether what I am now saying is correct, and it is. Whenever I
travel overseas my first interest is to promote the State of Western Australia, so I take strong
exception to someone making allegations that I do not do that. Other members of that
delegation also represented their State in a very proud way. I did not agree with the politics
of some of the members of that delegation, but while we were away we worked as a very
good team. Of course, at the time it was said that a private company would handle the
petrochemical project and had I known that the Government was to be involved with it with
its dirty dealings I would not have gone on that trip because I would not participate in any
such dealing - and I want that on the record.

While we were away we had an opportunity to examine the environmental and safety
problems associated with those sorts of projects. I was able to talk to a number of parties and
we discussed equity arrangements, the current market and what is taking place in places such
as Houston. The member for Murchison-Eyre, Mr Lightfoot, is well versed in the oil and gas
industry and there are a number of Australians who operate in Texas who, as an example, can
help us a great deal as we prepare to move into a new generation of development in our
resource industries. I will not discuss the petrochemical project further during this debate;
suffice to say that in this State we are not talking about one petrochemical plant but must see
the development of a number of such plants. We would like to see the major pant of that
expansion take place in the Pilbara region and not see it concentrated in the metropolitan
area.

I mentioned the Saladin project earlier, which is a very important one for this State. I make
very clear that we have been kept fully briefed by the people involved in that project and are
keen to see it proceed. However, there is one minor hiccup which could become a major one
and which I believe should be raised in this House. The Saladin project is producing oil just
off Thevenard Island near Onslow. There is a small holiday resort on that island which has
been there for some years and which some would perhaps call a collection of fishing shanties.
It is not an upmarket holiday resort. I stayed at that resort years ago when I had time to do
that sort of thing. You, Mr Speaker, as a keen fisherman, would love to spend a week on that
island. One goes to Onslow and is taken across to the island in a small boat. Strict
envirornental conditions apply on the island. It so happens that our favourite fishing spot
has large oil and gas reserves beneath it. There is always the matter of balance in these
situations and the company involved has put forward a good enivironmrental proposal to take
advantage of that oil and gas. It involves an onshore facility for Thevenard Island right next
door to the holiday place. The company involved with the resort is called Mackerel Islands
and I think mainly comprises a group of farmers. Certainly, the people I know are members
of the fanning community. They say the big attraction of this resort, which has been built up
over the years, is its isolation - people are literally stuck on a desert island where they can
enjoy themselves for a week away from the mainland. The people involved say that they
would be happy if they were relocated to a nearby island. They do not want to stop the oil
project. However, this Government has a policy that does not allow the development of the
islands up there for that type of resort. This is something that should be reviewed. There are
thousands of islands up there and the Government will not allow any of them to be used for
that sort of activity, yet people love staying on islands and I am quite sure that we could
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spare a few of our thousands of islands for that sort of development to take place. However,
instead of allowing the company to be relocated to another island so that the oil and gas
development can go ahead the Government has said it will not allow it to shift. It passed the
buck and said to Mackerel Islands and to Wapet. the companies involved, to sort it out
between themselves and to came to some financial arrangement - to learn to live in harmony
with each other. I do not know whether the Minister has visited such islands but if one goes
to Barrow Island or the Harriet project on the island one sees that there has to be storage
tanks, people living there, and power generators. In this case they will be doing some of the
separation on the island whereas at Harriet the separation is done on a platform about two
kilometres off the island.
The companies have been asked to negotiate and there is talk of compensation of $ 100 000.
However, the reality is that even if they come to a financial solution that type of operation is
not compatible alongside the existing fishing/holiday operation. The oil industry runs for 24
hours a day, 365 days a year, The problem for the holiday resort will be such things as
helicopters flying in and out because they are part of that type of industry. I ask the
Government to please not leave our local people to negotiate with a large corporation. That
corporation is trying to be reasonable, but there is no solution to this problem that I can see
except if these people can have their resort relocated to another island. By all means impose
stringent conditions on how they must operate such a project. I ask the Government, and the
Minister in particular, to realise that these are Western Australian people, small people who
do not have the bargaining power of multinational corporations, so their interests should be
protected. They do not want a financial payout, they simply want to continue running their
business. I would like to think that all parties could be made happy and for the sake of the
project they should be allowed to be on an island by themselves, as the two things are not
compatible. I would like to see a nearby island set aside for their projec. they have gone
through the pioneering stage and this could be made into an excellent tourist attraction for the
north of the State. We are keen for the Saladin project to go ahead, but the Government
cannot leave the two companies to negotiate because it has cut the ground away by not letting
these people go to another island.

I turm now to the gold industry. The gold tax is a major issue not just in the Kalgoorlie region
but also in a number of electorates. Members might ask how it affects the member for
Nedlands. Well, last week I visited one of the large engineering companies involved in the
gold industry. For the information of the member for Kalgoorlie, two large engineering
works, Minprop and Nedpac, have offices in Nedlands, one on Stirling Highway and the
other on Broadway. Each of them employs about 200 people. I was amazed to see how
many people the companies employ in their engineering and design services. It gave me
great pride to see them working on projects from all round the world and not just local ones.
Their concern is that the introduction of the Federal Government gold tax and the State
Governiment's community levy concept have caused a downturn to occur in the exploration
sector of the gold industry. These people explained to me that from work they have done in
the past six months they have found that firms have been high grading; chat is, taking out the
good gold - the old slogan "mine the best and leave the test". Exploration is declining and
they have had to rush a few projects through to enable them to produce gold in the next year.

All in all, production will increase quite a bit in the next year or so, but there will then be a
decline in what takes place in that industry, What concerned me most was to hear these
companies saying that the Australian gold mining industry has led the world - particularly
over the last few years - in introducing new technologies to enable the profitable mining of
low grade ores. Now that the taxation disincentives are being brought into place, there is a
lot more interest and activity in countries such as Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, New
Zealand and Zimbabwe, just to name a few. Those countries are starting to catch up with
their technologies, which in many cases have been pioneered in this State. So because of the
downturn that will take place here, these companies want to continue to expand and are
moving into other countries to use their skills. It is great that they will be able to pick up that
sort of business, but we would like to chink they would use those skills to find and open up
new mines in this country. I was interested to talk to some of the different parties involved
about the difficulties they experienced in these countries in trying to set up projects. They
said these countries are making major advances in dealing with countries such as Australia in
getting these projects off the ground and being able to provide security of tenure. It certainly
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is not as safe as mining here, and I would like to encourage those people to put their
resources into this State rather than overseas.
The resources industry of this State will continue to be the driving force of our economy for
many years to come. It is exciting to see the sorts of opportunities we have and will be able
to undertake in the years ahead. When we look at some of the major centres which have
developed overseas, based around resource industries, we do not need a great deal of
imagination to realise we have only just touched the surface. The people of not just Western
Australia but Australia as a whole will be able to improve tremendously their standard of
living by sharing in the development of those resources. It goes without saying that we must
maintain strict environmental conditions; it is not just a matter of development at all costs.
The lessons we have leamned over the years will ensure that we can proceed with these
developments and at the same time do the least possible damage to our environment.

In the remaining minutes left to me I want to touch on two other points. The first relates to
the old Swan Brewery site, which is in my electorate. As members will be aware, I have
expressed a lot of opposition to the commercial development of that site. The Government
has decided to push ahead anyway with the commercial development. [ want to make it clear
I am still strongly opposed to that development because it is not the right location for such an
activity. The development will be popular with people who want to go and have a drink or a
cup of coffee, or see whatever is going to be inside that particular complex, but because of its
location between the side of Mt Eliza and the river, and there being a road and a building,
there will not be room for a commercial development. The road system or tunnel that is
currently being built will become a major traffic hazard. People will find that on a busy day
when they want to go to that development, there will not be any parking available. There will
be a traffic jam, and what is already a major traffic hazard, without anything taking place,
will become a bit of a shambles. I am sorry that the Government has decided to press ahead
with this development. I was up at King's Park a couple of weeks ago on a Sunday because I
know the wildflowers are at their peak right now, but I could not get a parking space
anywhere; it was chock-a-block, it was so popular. If there is a commercial development at
the bottom of the park, it will become a repeat of the Steve's Nedlands Park Hotel, where
people will ury to park everywhere. They will overflow to the top, to King's Park, and make
it even more difficult for chose people who want to enjoy the benefits of King's Park.

Another eyesore which is being constructed is the bus station. I will not bore the House by
again expressing my opposition to it, but I just say that in years to come the Government will
regret the day that it built a large bus station between the city and our river. That foreshore
area is the most valuable asset we have in our city. In the t960s we went ahead with the
freeway developments along the foreshore, and I believe we pushed it to the limit in doing
those developments. We can now rethink the situation, and instead of building that bus
station the Government should use its imagination. We have a pretty city. The Government
should make it prettier by puttring the water back in there and having a beautiful foreshore
area, not a bus station stuck on the side of the river. I do not know if you, Mr Acting Speaker
(Dr Alexander), are nodding at me or somebody else, but I know your views on this subject.

The final comment I want to make is on a bit of a sad note but it is something we should be
proud of. During the week I attended the funeral of Maxine MacDonald from Fossil Downs
at Fitzoy Crossing. It really was the passing of an era. Maxine Mac Donald, and previously
her husband, did a great deal to develop the pastoral industries in the Kinmberley. It was
interesting that at the funeral we were cold by Tim Emanuel, when he gave the speech, that
the Ernanuels and the Maconalds had been neighbours for more than 100 years, both in the
Eastern States and the Kimiberley, and they have gone through many hardships. Members -
and particularly the member for the Kimnberley - will know only too well the hardships that
these people have gone through in developing those pastoral properties. They have worked
very closely over the years with the local Aboriginal people. I have had the great honour on
many occasions of staying at Fossil Downs and being treated quite royally by a very kind
family, a family that is still dedicated to developing that region. What disturbed me was
hearing Mrs MacDonald explain the dealings she had had over the years with the Aboriginal
people and how in the last 10 to 20 years the situation in the Kinberley had deteriorated so
that instead of having a close working relationship with the Aborigines, where they were very
much a part of the family, we now have the Aboriginal commnunity tending to be grouped in
the towns, and being completely dependent upon the welfare system.
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The pleasing thing about the MacDonald family is that it is continuing. Mrs MacDonald has
two children, and grandchildren, and the Fossil Downs property is still being rn in an
efficient maniner. The family can be very proud of what their mother, and previously their
father, did in that Kimberley region. So I want to put it on notice in the House today that we
appreciate the tremendous work this family has done. The Kimberley is about to embark on
tremendous economic development in the agricultural and resources industries, and in
another 20 years' time we will not know the Kimberley of today. We appreciate what the
MacDonald family did, and wish them every success as they continue to earn a living in that
region. I hope we can learn from their experiences and can get back to a situation where we
can show people proudly the Kinmberley and the good working relationship that can be
developed with the Aboriginal people. One of the greatest challenges we in this State have
today is to arrive at a situation where there is harmony. It is currently a major problem area,
and we on this side of the House will do everything we can to improve the situation.
MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) 112.01 pm]:. The earlier parts of the previous speaker's
speech consisted of a whingeing diatribe.- I am tempted to get out my violin and play a dirge.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr Alexander): Order!
Mrs BUCHANAN: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition says some nice things, and then
messes it up by having a good whinge. I am certainly not going to do that today, preferring
as I do to look on the brighter side of things. I would first of all like to take the opportunity
of this Budget debate to welcome the excellent news which the Premier brought home from
overseas of the new contract signed with Romania for $400 million worth of iron ore sales.
Western Australia's entry into the eastern European iron ore market is a very welcome shot in
the anrm. For too long we have been putting all OUr eggs in one basket. We have been
dependent on the Japanese steel industry to take the bulk of our iron ore, so it is very
heartening to see that situation beainining to change. It is important to seek new markets
around the world, and this latest development is only the beginning of a new era which will
help to revitalise the iron ore industry generally. I hope it will ensure that the Pilbara's ore
continues to be one of Australia's most important exports for many years to come.

I also take the opportunity to respond to comments made not only by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition publicly and here in the Chamber, but by other members of the Opposition
and some Liberal Party members in the Pilbara, concerning the location of the petrochemical
plant at Kwinana. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has been all over the place on this
issue; he has made a number of public statements before speaking in the Chamber today. lHe
did not clarify everything he has said previously. He began by telling the people of Kwinana
that he supported the proposal for a petrochemical plant to be located there. Hie followed that
with some Press statements designed to lead the people of the Pilbara to think that the plant
should be built in the Pilbara.

This has been backed up by some of his Liberal Patty colleagues in the Karratha area. They
have also been all over the place on this issue. They have been quite public about it and there
have been many comments in the local paper, letters to the editor and that sort of thing. A
prominent member of the Liberal Party in Karratha, Mr Graham Thompson, is still calling for
the petrochemical plant to be located in the Pilbara. The Opposition's comiments which have
since been made on the gas pipeline seem to be only an attempt to placate those Liberal Party
members in the Pilbara. by saying that the proposed upgrading of the pipeline accentuates the
need for the future processing of the gas and other resources in the Pilbra.

The Opposition's comments on the pipeline seem to indicate that they are prepared to
overlook the fact that we have industries in the south which must be provided with the gas.
They are expanding, and no doubt in the future many new industries will go ahead. To imply
that now we should not upgrade the pipeline to provide for Those industries anywhere else in
the State is totally absurd. Perhaps the Opposition really thinks that the pipeline should not
have been built there in the first place, despite what they are saying, and we should have
started from day one by doing the processing in the Pilbara.
If the Opposition is fair dinikum about processing our resources in the Pilbara, it is about time
it put forward some facts and figures to substantiate what it is saying rather than all this pie
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in the sky stuff we have'been hearing. If we look at the petrochemical industry throughout
the world, it appears that the United States and Canada were battling over a period of about
three years to keep up with the worldwide demand for petrochemical products. Although chat
market is still vety strong, it is becoming more apparent that analysts around the world have
begun to cast a cautious eye on the future of the industry as developing third world countries
begin to stake their claims. They are looking more and more at capitalising on the strength of
the petrochemical market.

Oil producing countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iran and Iraq, as well as several Asian and
South American nations, are building petrochemical plants to take advantage of the current
boom. They are ahead of us in many cases, and in this scenario it is understandable that
potential venturers would not want to go gung ho into this industry at the present time; they
are obviously viewing it with some caution. That makes it far mnore difficult to encourage
developments of this sont in the Pilbara, given the higher costs involved.
A disturbing aspect is that the Opposition has not expressed very much concern about
environmental considerations in its comments about the location of this plant. I know the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition made a brief reference a few minutes ago, but it is obvious
from the comments he made concerning the Dampier Archipelago that he considers the area
merely as thousands of islands. He thinks one can do whatever one likes on them because
there are so many, so I do not think he is sincere about the environmental considerations that
we need to look at.

The area in question is a magnificent coastal area. The Dampier Archipelago is world class;
it contains some of the most unique marine creatures on this earth, including dlugonigs, giant
sea turtles and many rare species of birds, such as mutton birds. There is a whole lot of
marine life there. The coastal area itself holds some of the most fascinating Aboriginal rock
carvings in Australia, to say nothing of the magnificent flora and fauna. This is a valuable
part of our heritage and it must be preserved. That does not mean to say that we cannot have
development going on around it, but there are special considerations to be taken into account.
Mr Blaikie: What would your response be to the area being declared a world heritage area?
Mrs BUCHANAN: To locate a chemical plant in the Dampier-Karratha area close to the salt
and gas would mean it would be near the people living in those towns. Somne members of the
Opposition seem to think that the area we are talking about is part of some huge wasteland
and that no people live there.

Mr Lightfoot: Who thinks that?
Mrs BUCHAN4AN: The member is very quick to suggest having the petrochemical plant
located there.

Mlr Lightfoot: Who said that?

Mrs BUCHANAN: They have said it.

Mr Macinnon: Who are 'they"?

Mrs BUCHANAN: Liberal Party members.

Mir Blaikie: Who?

Mrs BUCHANAN: If the member does not a 4gree with them I suggest he get in contact with
people in Karratha like Mr Graham Thompson and Robin vanden Berg, who have been quite
public in the local papers. They say that plant should be located near Karratha and Danmpier,
adjacent to the gas and salt sources.

Mr Macinnon: Don't you want more industry in the Pilbara?

Mrs BUCHANAN: I have a long record of supporting the development of industry in the
Pilbara. My comments are directed at the lack of cons iderat ion for the environmental aspects
of this project.

Mr Gordon Hill: It has the strongest growth of any region in Australia.

Mrs BUCHANAN: I am grateful to the Minister for Employment and Training for his
interjection. It is certainly going ahead. There are significant populations in the towns in that
area and I am quite sure that those people would need to have very finm assurances, in the
same way that the people of Kwinana have sought assurances, that such industries could
A61751-12
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be safely located near their residential areas. It is obvious that the Opposition has given very
little thought to that aspect.
In general the Opposition, and that includes the National Party, has shown ignorance in this
matter. I heard the member for Avon last night glibly voice his opinion that the
petrochemical plant should be located in (he Pilbara. and follow that up with a statement that
he really did not know very much about it. I thought that was a pretty accurate indication of
his level of intelligence.
Mr Thomas: They ought to put it in Northam.
Mrs BUCHANAN: Yes, that would suit the member for Avon very well, although he does
not know much about the industry. I am sorry he is not in the Chamber today.
Mr Cowan: We are sorry you are here. You have done nothing but whinge from the moment
you stood up.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr Alexander): Order!

Mr Thomas: It hit a raw nerve.
Mrs BUCHANAN: I am surprised. The Leader of the National Party usually gets his facts
right - today he is wrong.

Mr Cowan: Ilam not surprised at you.
Mrs BUCHANAN: For his benefit, and for the benefit of the member for Avon and any
other member opposite who might not be aware of the reasons for the location of the plant in
Kwinana, I will tell the House that in fact consideration was given to its location in the
Pilbara but it proved to be the least viable option. The main criteria used to decide on the
Kwinana location -

Mr Cowan: I would have thought the criterion of the viability would be the sale of the end
product.
Mrs BUCHANAN: If the Leader of the National Party would listen. I will enlighten him as
to what the criteria were.

[Quorum formed.]
Mrs BUCHANAN: The main reason for deciding on the Kwinana location was the location
of the liquefied petroleum gas plant to provide ethane as feedstock. As well as that, the
proximity of the Alcoa and Worsley alumina refineries was a major consideration. as they
will be the major consumers of the caustic soda produced at this plant. Other criteria
included the availability of suitable port facilities and a high tension power source and.
probably most important of all, the overall cost. The major disadvantages of locating the
plant in the Pilbara are that the LPG plant has already been built in Kwinana and the caustic
soda would have to be shipped to the south of the State in fairly large quantities. Obviously
there would be an added cost if that product were coming out of the Pilbara.
Mr Cowan: You have to ship the salt out now.

Mrs BUCHANAN: Yes, but this has been examined and apparently it has been found that
the cost of shipping the salt is fairly insignificant when compared with the cost of
transporting the caustic soda.
Mr Cowan: They transport caustic soda now.
Mr Thomas: There are also high capital costs.
Mrs BUCHANAN: The member for Welshpool is quite right. The siting of the
petrochemical plant in the Pilbara would add $100 million to the cost of the whole project.
Mr Court: Don't you want a project up there?
Mrs BUCHANAN: I am on record as supporting a project of that nature.
Mr Court: Well, g et behind us then.
Mrs BUCHANAN: I have done so. For instance, I have been one of the strongest supporters
of the Tubridgi project, which is a chemical plant proposal. However. I am not confident at
this stage that that can go ahead, for similar reasons. As much as this project would indeed
be welcomed by many people in the Pilbara. including myself - provided, of course, that it
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was subject to the environmental considerations I mentioned before - it is really not a viable
proposition. 1 ant not unappreciative of the efforts that have been made by the Karracha
Chamber of Commuerce and people like Mr Graham Thomson, but in this case they happen to
be wrong and I wonder why they continue their calls when all the facts have been put before
them.

Mr Court: Stop knocking him,

Mrs BUCHANAN: I was not knocking him - if the member had been listening properly he
would have realised that.

I will turn now to some general comments about the advantages the Budget will afford the
Pilbara region. The Government has maintained its commitment to the economic growth and
prosperity of the State and this is particularly evident in my electorate. Major injections of
funds have been made to improve education and health services and to maintain law and
order. In the area of education it is particularly pleasing to note that an allocation of
$265 000 has been made for a tourism and hospitality centre at Hedland College. In looking
at the development of industries in the Pilbara, one of those of major importance and with
enormous potential is the tourism industry. This new centre will help to train people for
employment in the tourism industry, thereby assisting in the continued growth of tourism in
the north. As well as giving attention to the education facilities in the region the Government
is moving forward with new initiatives which will benefit youth in the Pilbara. Youth
employment and training is a key element in the Government's strategy for development of
the north. A group training scheme, a basic industrial skills course, a young offenders'
employment program. an Aboriginal artefacts course - all of these are well on the way to
being established. As well as providing employment and training opportunities they will
assist in preventing juvenile crime, especially the young offenders' employment program
which will target juveniles with a record of offending and redirect them into activities such as
cleaning up and repairing varndalised areas,

I was disappointed last night to hear the member for Darling Range's comments about the
Government's record in the area of employment. I think he was being less than honest in
saying the Government does not have a good record in this regard. Western Australia is
leading Australia in the task of reducing the high level of youth unemployment and the
Government's commitment to young people in the Pilbara is of special significance. In terms
of human resources there, young people are our most valuable asset. If they are to be
encouraged to remain, train and work in the north of the State it is absolutely essential that we
provide them with the appropriate opportunities and facilities.

This Budget does a lot in that respect. The latest developments in training and employment
will pave the way to a much brighter future for families in the Pilbara. It is also very pleasing
to note the increase in funding for the patients' assisted travel scheme, which is of great
benefit to people in the north of the State and many other remote rural areas. The scheme
enables patients in these areas to have access to specialist medical services not available in
their own localities. Since the State Govertnent took over the administration of this scheme
it has gone much more smoothly than it did when administered by the Commonwealth.
IPTAAS, as it was then known, was often the subject of constituent inquiries to my electorate
office and in many cases hours of work were done by both me and my staff in assisting
people who had mun foul of the system and needed assistance with applications both to the
Commonwealth Department of Health, and also, in many cases, to the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal to try to determine disputed eligibility. Under the administration of the
State Government, the discretionary power of the State Commissioner for Health has
removed the need for that part of the process; certainly it makes both administering the
scheme and helping members who need to follow up constituents' inquiries a lot simpler
these days. Ideally, as a member far a remote area, I would prefer to see such services
available in the various remote areas, in particular my own, but until that situation is achieved
it is important for people to be able to gain equal access to such specialised medical services.

There are certainly problems in many areas around the State in respect of the retention and
recruitment of specialists and general practitioners. Therefore, it is very good to see that
$2 million has been allocated under the Budget to get the recommurendations of the Kamnien
report into place. During the Kamien inquiry, it was not only confirmed that there was a
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shortage of country doctors but it was also revealed that the problem was more complex than
first thought. One of the most pressing problems facing country doctors is trying to find
suitable locums to enable them - particularly those in single doctor towns and areas - to take
study leave and recreational leave. In many cases the heavy work loads and medical isolation
of country doctors take their toll, and assisting with the provision of locums will need to be a
priority. Another major recommendation in the report is the creation of the Western
Australian centre for remote and rural medicine. This centre will be responsible for
improving essential medical services to country people by increasing the number of doctors
and the level of skills necessary to serve isolated areas. I become worried when I hear bodies
such as the Australian Medical Association advocating fewer numbers of medical students
because I do not think that will assist country people at all. There needs to be a recognition
by the AMA of the situation before it advocates a reduction in the number of doctors being
trained.

There are a number of other recommendations which are to be implemented as a result of the
allocation to the funding of the Kamien recommendations. I am privileged to work with
Professor Max Kamien and others on the Implementation Committee and, while I do not
think any comimittee member would expect overnight results, we are certainly quite confident
that the measures to be taken will go a long way toward alleviating the shortage of doctors in
country areas and that that will take place in the not too distant future. Along with the many
benefits to my electorate, and to the State as a whole, I welcome this initiative and I am
pleased to support the Budget now before us.

MR HOUSE (Katanning-Roe) [12.25 pm]: This is the third Budget introduced since I had
the privilege of becoming a member of this House. I think I am just starting to understand
how it works: If one is a Government member representing a marginal electorate, one
receives quite a lot; if one is a member of the Opposition with a marginal electorate, one also
gets a bit because the Government might win that seat; and if one is unlucky enough to have a
safe, conservative seat one gets just enough for the Government to be able to tell one that it
has done something, but not enough to really make a lot of difference.

Mr Gordon Hill: Yours is not safe; tell us what you have got.

Mr HOUSE: [ hope to be able to demonstrate that as I run through a few of the things that
have affected the people I represent over the last couple of years. I do not think any other
member of Parliament has mentioned the $3 million allocated to the improvements for
Parliament House. While it has been a controversial subject from time to time, I think that
from the point of view of the staff who work here that allocation is long overdue. I do not
think anyone would with any great degree of pleasure work in the dog boxes in the corridors
of this place. 1, for one, am looking forward to the day when the staff will be properly
housed in terms of resources and office space. I congratulate the Governent for having the
courage to make that decision; I also congratulate it on having the courage to spend some
money on air-conditioning this place because conditions are quite unbearable for the staff
who have to work here during the summer.
In respect of agriculture in general, I am disappointed that in the Treasurer's Budget speech
agriculture received a total of five paragraphs in terms of comment. That was in a year in
which the wool industry of this country has without doubt pulled the economy around. The
balance of trade has been improved so much that it has put this country back on its feet
economically.

Mr Thomas: It has actually beaten coal in terms of the value of exports.

Mr HOUSE: Yes. The price of wool has doubled in the last couple of years and I would
have thought that agriculture would receive just a little more comment from the Treasurer. It
disappoints me to think that the Treasurer may not have recognised the value of agriculture to
this State's economy. I do not doubt for one minute that the Treasurer has skills in many
areas and that he recognises and tries to promote other areas of the economy - and rightly so -
but the basis of the Western Australian economy is still agriculture, and it is very important.
It is interesting that fewer people in the agricultural communities are involved in the
production of that income. Maybe that is a problem because it means that when we talk
about politics and numbers we are looking to increase the resources we have in the country,
and looking to increase the quality of those things and our lifestyles. While we are
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producing so much to help the people in the city improve the quality of their lives, I hope that
this Government does not forget that although country people do not amount to a great
number of people in terms of numbers of seats in this place, we do -
Mr Thomas: A lot more than you deserve.
Mr HOUSE: Why is that?
Mr Thomas: Because of the gerrymander.

Mr HOUSE: That is not a fair statement. I think if the member thought about that he would
not agree with it himself.
Mr Cowan: What happened about a fortnight ago?
Mr HOUSE: In that context I would also like to mention some of the younger people in the
agricultural areas who find it difficult to obtain employment and come to the cities. Many of
those people are competent machine drivers and perhaps jacks-of-all-trades but they do not
have a ticket to show their skills. It is difficult in the city to prove to potential employers that
they possess skills and are worthy of a trial. Earlier this year I wrote to the Minister for
Agriculture pointing out that problem and asking him to examine ways for agricultural
colleges to address the situation and help those people through a skills course - whether a
course on driving heavy equipment or on welding - which would allow the issue of a
certificate.
Mr Gordon Hill: Which people are you talking about?
Mr HOUSE: The younger people who leave country areas and go to the city. Many of those
people are past the apprenticeship stage; they may be in their mid twenties. Their
employment situations may have been good and then with the downturn in the agricultural
industry they decided to come to the city. These people have no way to prove their
competence. A system should be set up through agricultural colleges to test the skills of
those people, followed by the issue of a certificate stating their level of competence in certain
areas. That certificate would be produced when applying for employment. Foliowing that
line of thought through, I am concerned about the future of apprenticeships in agricultural
areas. I congratulate the Government for attempting to take steps to correct that situation and
for putting in place measures that will allow young people to be trained. However, I would
go further than that. We need to take up the idea put forward by the Leader of the Opposition
that maybe young people in apprenticeships should be exempt from payroll tax paid by
businesses. Employers would then see the advantage in employing those people. A definite
need exists for apprentices and over the last week comments have been made in the
newspapers by people in the building trade about the shortage of bricklayers and carpenters.
This situation has come about because we have not been training young people during the last
decade.
Mr Gordon Hill: That problem was created during the years 198 1-83. Apprenticeships have
increased steadily since that time. The building industry is a fluctuating one and will always
have problems.
Mr HOUSE: Have the figures picked up since, say, the late 1970s?
Mr Gordon Hill: They are about the same but they have increased in the last couple of years;
we expect a 20 per cent increase next year.
Mr HOUSE: We should not talk about bringing people from overseas as bricklayers when
people in this State need training in those skills. Incentives for employers should be put in
place when there is an obvious need for the training of apprentices.
I am concerned about the state of agricultural education in this State for a number of reasons.
I should mention that I am a board member of an agricultural college in this State and I am
proud and pleased to be able to serve agricultural education in that way. I am also concerned
and critical that we seem to generate the thought within agricultural education that the
industry revolves around the physical aspects of farming. That area has changed and has
become an area of computerisation and highly sophisticated machinery. We use monitors
that need to be understood and much more emphasis is placed on the ability of people to
think and reason rather than on the ability of people to undertake the physical aspects of the
job - as was the case 20 or 30 years ago. Agricultural education has been slow to catch up
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with those trends. We need to address that problem quickly because we are producing a
generation of farmers who will be behind the times in their ability to keep up with modem
trends. No doubt future farmers will need to be more educated and we should allow them to
seek an education. Many people leave school, return to the farm, and then realise the job is
not as physical as in the past. More office work needs to be undertaken and those farmers
need to understand how to do this.
I also believe we need to encourage a number of city people to come down and be trained at
agricultural colleges. Within agricultural colleges the majority of boys and girls - and some
girls are being trained in that area, which is marvellous - are country orientated people. Few
city youngsters come down to be trained in agricultural colleges. The Government should
put a quota on the number of city youngsters entering agricultural colleges. Maybe 20 per
cent of the places available in those colleges could be reserved for city children. In that way
they will be encouraged to travel to country areas to learn about agriculture and perhaps take
up careers within that area; they do not have to become farmers. They may join stock firms
or the machinery industry, or become mechanics or managers. We do not seem to encourage
city people to understand what agriculture is all about so they do not consider agriculture as
an option. At city high schools, agriculture is low on the list of priorities; it is not pushed to
the forefront and people do not understand that industry. That is our fault because we have
not encouraged city people to understand, so I propose that a percentage of all places in
agricultural colleges should be reserved for city children.
A number of steps can be taken in the city to increase interest in the agricultural industry.
We should run extension classes; in other words, extension service personnel should attend
city schools and tell children about possible careers in the agricultural area. For instance,
there is a shortage of shearers. The State sheep population has increased to something like 36
million, the highest level ever. We should encourage young people to become shearers and
to earn good money. City people do not understand that it is possible for them to have a
future in that industry. With a little encouragement they would take up careers and become
involved in agriculture.
Mr Taylor: One of the things that puts them off is the adverse publicity, such 'as work being
done with mechanical shearing of sheep. Programs such as "Beyond 2000" question whether
there is a future for people in that area.
Mr HOUSE: That is an interesting point. I may be wrong, but I doubt whether I will live to
see the day when shearing will become an outdated occupation. That sort of thought is really
pie in the sky and nonsense. I do not think that will happen. but I take the point made.
Leaders within the agricultural area also teUl people how crook it is out in the bush. We tell
city people not to come down to the bush because there is no future there. That is wrong,
because there is a great future out there. We are paying the price, now that agriculture has
picked up, in that we have not got people out there to help us perform the task. Let us tur
the situation around, and let city people understand that there is a future.
Mr Gordon Hill: If we are having these agricultural courses you refer to at primary and high
school level, wouldn't it be wise to have them integrated into the normal curriculum of
primary and high schools?
Mr HOUSE: I was looking at this as being an extracurricular activity. I do not think we
should be forcing people, but there may be people in high schools who are not skilled enough
to get into university and who are looking for alternative careers.
I now wish to mur to the Australian Wool Corporation and its performance over the last few
months. I want to say, at the outset, that I have been a long time supporter of the Australian
Wool Corporation and the Australian Wool Council. and will continue to be one. I made
some comments last week on ABC radio which have been widely reported, and generally
acknowledged as being correct, because of what has happened in the wool market during the
last week. The Australian Wool Corporation has become almost a sacred cow to some people
in agricultural areas. We have been told we must not criticise the corporation because it is
doing a great job. That is fine, but the Australian Wool Corporation has $1-6 billion of
woolgrowers' money - not Government or taxpayers' money - funded by the five per cent
which we pay directly to it from our wool cheques, taken out by Statute. That money is
supposed to be used to support the wool market when it is on a downward trend, and iron out
the bumps, so that growers who sell at certain sales do not have problems which may arise
because a buyer might not be at that market that week for some reason.

2956



[Thursday, 15 September 19881 95

Last week I was critical of the Australian Wool Corporation because wool prices were falling
very quickly and my information, from buyers both inside and outside this country, was that
it was temporary and, when certain buyers decided to buy again, wool prices would recover.
We now have the situation where people who have sold over the last two or three weeks have
taken a much reduced price for their wool, when they did not have to because wool prices
have gone up by 10 per cent this week. My information is that prices will recover even more
in the next week or so and will be back where they were a couple of months ago.
In the meantime, a number of growers have sold and caught a low dip in the market. That is
exactly what the Australian Wool Corporation is supposed to iron out. I am critical of the
Australian Wool Corporation for not stepping into the market and the Australian Wool
Council, which is a different body, must also take some of the blame, because the Australian
Wool Corporation acts on instmuctions from the Australian Wool Council. I understand the
corporation has a lot of information at its fingertips about marker trends, and the council is
perhaps not quite as well informed, but under the present structure the corporation takes its
instructions from the council.
The Australian Wool Corporation, with the benefit of hindsight, may say that it should have
stepped in a couple of weeks ago, and I am pleased to think that at least I was looking
forward and telling the corporation it should have been doing it then. I am pleased that wool
prices have recovered, but I am sad for those growers who had to sell over the last two or
three weeks and lost a lot of money simply because the Australian Wool Corporation, which
the growers fund from their own money, would not take action when it should have done. I
reiterate that I basically support the actions of the Australian Wool Corporation, but it is not a
sacred cow ais some people think; it is there to listen to what the growers are saying, not to
defend its own position when it is being criticised.
I turn to another statutory body in dealing with the developing wheat situation in this country
and the proposed breakdown by the Kern plan of the orderly marketing of wheat in
Australia. I said yesterday in Parliament to the Minister for Agriculture, when I was talking
during a grievance debate, that it will be a very sad day when we get the suspension of
orderly marketing in this country, particularly with regard to wheat. That is a very true
statement. It is no coincidence that John Elliott's companies - Elders Pastoral and IXL - are
suddenly becoming interested in the marketing of wheat; nor is it a coincidence that BHP is
also becoming interested in the marketing of wheat. The reason for this is that they think
they can make a dollar- That dollar will come directly from the producer. There is no way in
the world that those people can market our wheat cheaper than the Australian Wheat Board in
order to get a higher price at the consumer end. The only way companies like Elders and
BH-P can make money is to pay the producer a lower price-

It astounds me that there are a few growers in this country who, for their own selfish reasons,
support this change. As I said yesterday, I am disappointed that the Labor Government is
seeking this change because it was a Labor Government which introduced the statutory
marketing of wheat after the Depression of the late 1930s. I hope that the Primary Industries
and Energy Minister will think again and realise that he has made a mistake. I hope he is
man enough to say that the groundswell of opinion in this country is that we do not want the
statutory marketing of wheat fiddled with, but we want it retained as it is.
Mr Thomas: What do you think about the problem with the coal miners on the east coast
who are demanding orderly marketing of coal?

Mr HOUSE: [ have to be honest and say that I have not studied their position, and I do not
understand the coal market.

Mr Thomas: It is essentially the same sort of problem.

Mr HOUSE: I am sorry. I do not know enough about it to make a sensible comment.

The orderly marketing of grain goes a little further in the sense that we also have in Western
Australia what we call an orderly handling system. The McColl report that was considered
by the Federal Government has proposed some changes to the orderly handling and transport
system of wheat in this State. The McColl report has said that there should be savings of
between $3 to $7 a tonne if we change our present system. He has not identified where those
changes will come or where the receiver bins will be on the $7 scale. Nor has he identified
those cases where it will cost more, because the McColl report has also said the cost to
growers will increase at some receiver bins, but has not identified any.
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Once again, we have a system with which the majority of growers are very happy. Although
growers might want to see some internal changes - most of them want to see Cooperative
Bulk Handling under some pressure to perform, in other words, make sure it is operating at
peak efficiency - there are not many who want to see the system completely destroyed.
Certainly not for $3 or $7 a tonne. The price of wheat has increased by about $36 a tonne in
the last six months. A miserable $3 a tonne will not convince me that we need to tear down a
system that has taken us 50 years to build up. I think the proposal is crazy. Often people
jump on bandwagons and change things for the sake of change. If these people examined the
facts and believed a change would benefit the industry, well and good, but as far as I am
concerned McColl has not identified any reasons for the changes he has suggested. He went
around Westemn Australia and spoke to a maximum of 50 or 60 growers. The wheat growers
of this State knew that what McColl would put to them would not be sensible for Western
Australia. He might be able to apply his proposals to New South Wales and Queensland, but
he cannot apply them to Western Australia. The growers of Western Australia knew that and
did not bother to turn up at the meetings. That is how much credence they give to McColl.
I believe that many things need to be done before we start tearing down the statutory
marketing system of this country. I believe that, instead of tearing it down, we should be
freeing it up. We should be freeing up the wharves, the market system, and unionisation of
this country before we start to tear down an orderly marketing system which serves the
growers of this country. I cannot understand how a Labor Government could attack a system
that has served us so well. The growers did not request the change. In fact, growers asked
the Minister not to include Western Australia in the survey. Having included us when we did
not want to be included, he now wants to force McColl's recommendations on us. The
growers of this State will not stand for it. They do not want it to happen and will not let it
happen.

The Treasurer has made it very clear that he believes the economy of this Stare is rock solid,
that we are progressing rapidly, and that no-one should worry about anything. His statement
was interesting when one considers the Teachers Credit Society fiasco, the collapse of the
Swan Building Society and the pressures those two events must have placed on the
R & I Bank. I am interested in the affairs of the R & I Bank because it is owned by the
taxpayers of Western Australia. In that context I wish also to refer to the La Rosa affair in
Albany and how he took the R & I Hank to the cleaners. He conducted his affairs in an
extraordinary fashion, to say the least. We still know very little about what happened but it
seems that somehow $30 million has gone down the drain. He started with nothing and got
through that money in three or four months. He must have been writing cheques right, left
and centre. Mnother extraordinary fact is that the bank's internal audit system was obviously
not good enough to pick up the problem. I do not believe that somebody could go from being
a working man and starting a business to generaiting a loss of $30 million in three or four
months. The R & I Bank has to answer questions in relation to the La Rosa affair. It must
inform the people how La Rosa managed to lose that money.
On 23 August I asked the Treasurer questions about this matter including a question about
how the R & I Bank managed to allow this affair to develop. The Treasurer replied -

..the debt is the result of a misuse of the payments system.
Dam right it is; it is certainly a misuse of some system. We still do not know how he
managed to lose that money. I believe the R & I Bank should inform the people of what
happened. No criminal charges have been laid and three months have expired since the
matter became public knowledge. Why have no criminal charges been laid? I cannot believe
that this affair happened without some criminal implications. Other people must be involved.
Mr La Rosa has a number of small creditors. One of them is owed $40 000 and I know of
approximately a dozen people who are owed money by Mr La Rosa's companies. That has
an extremely detrimental effect on the small businessmen in the Albany region. As I said, I
believe the Treasurer and the Government should inform the people of this State of the facts
of the La Rosa affair and the R & I Bank's involvement in that affair. What steps has the
bank taken to ensure that taxpayers' money does not get misused in the same way again?
The Government should also inform the people of the criminal charges that will be laid
against those who are brought to account for what is, in my opinion, a most extraordinary set
of circumstances.
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The Budget reveals that the Legal Aid Commission has been allocated $3.5 million. I have
no quarrel with that. However, many of my constituents have approached the Legal Aid
Commission for assistance for what I believe were just eases before the courts and have been
refused that assistance. I have some quarrel with that when I read in the newspapers that
Indonesian fishermen are being given legal aid at the taxpayers' expense. I believe everyone
should be concerned when fishermen who were convicted previously in this State have
returned illegally. No-one will convince me that they do not know what they are doing. I
compliment the Treasurer for calling for stronger action to be taken against these people.
However, I hope he does more than talk about it. I hope they are treated in such a way that
they will be made to understand that they cannot continue to enter this country illegally. I
was extremely annoyed when I became aware that the people of this State are not being given
legal aid, yet fishermen who are coming here illegally are receiving it. I was also annoyed to
read an article in The West Australian which stated that a Dutch woman who had never been
to Australia had been granted legal aid by the Western Australian Government to take action
against her husband who lived here. She has never been here, yet received legal aid. That is
not fair when Western Australians are being refused that assistance.

[Leave granted for speech to be continued.]

Debate thus adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.15 pm

STATEMENT BY SPEAKER
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Delegation

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnet): I take this opportunity to remind members of the statement I
made earlier this week that a Comnmonwealth Parliamentary Association delegation was to
visit Perth. The delegation has arrived and due to a function that will be held in Parliament
House this evening the House will adjourn half an hour earlier at 5.30 pmn and it is my
intention to take questions at 5.00 pm.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading - Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

MR HOUSE (Katanning-Roe) [2.16 pm]: The situation has reached a stage where the
legal aid system must be investigated. We must ascertain whether it is performing the
function for which it was originally intended. There is no question in my mind that some of
my constituents should have received assistance from the Legal Aid Commission to fight
their cases in the court but are not getting a fair go. There is no doubt, after reading Press
reports, that it is equally true that a number of people - I referred to them earlier in my
speech - who are receiving legal aid should not be receiving that aid. I have been told by
some members of the legal profession that it is considered that the best case is one in which
both parties are receiving assistance from the Legal Aid Commission. Such a case can drag
on and no questions are asked about the account. No-one questions whether the costs
involved are justified. Legal aid assistance is necessary for some people in this State, but we
should give consideration to the way it is working. I notice that the Government has
increased the Budget allocation to the Legal Aid Commission this financial year. Over the
last few years the amount allocated has been increased from $1 million to $3.5 million.

Mr Thomas: Do you think that legal aid is a good thing?

Mr HOUSE: Yes, I said that earlier. Obviously the member was not listening.

Mr Thomas: Do you know who set it up?

Mr HOUSE: No.

Mr Thomas: It was the Whiflarn Government.

Mr HOUSE: Is that right? I should have guessed.

I was pleased to read comments in the Press that Murdoch University will probably establish
a law school next year. I hope the Minister for Education can persuade her Federal

2959



counterpart, Minister Dawkins, to make sure that finance is made available for the
establishment of the law school. It is absolutely essential that we train more people in this
State in the area of law. One of the reasons it has become expensive for people to seek
assistance from solicitors is that we do not have enough of them in Western Australia and
there certainly are not enough practising in the country areas. Shortly I will make reference
to the Kamien report concerning rural doctors. Ir is equally important that we make sure that
people have access to solicitors.

refer to the amount of money made available in the Budget for the upgrading of schools in
my electorate. I am sad to say that not a great amount of money has been allocated in that
regard. However, I must acknowledge that a large budding program was carried out at the
Kacanning Senior High School last year. Recently, I rook the opportunity to visit a high
school in the city to inspect the facilities available. Having seen the facilities that are
available in country areas, I think we need to have a good look at some of the facilities we
provide to schools in country areas. That opinion was reinforced by the headmaster's
comments. Anybody who doubts that statement should have a look at the manual arts centre
at the Katanning. Senior High School and then compare it with manual arts centres in schools
in the city. The manual arts centre at Katanning Senior High School, for example. does not
even have an emergency safety switch to shut off the machinery should an accident occur.
That is not a matter merely of not having enough facilities; it puts children in danger and the
situation should not be allowed to continue. Having looked at schools in country and city
areas. I have no doubt that educational facilities for country children are not up to the
standard of those in the city. There are seven transportable classrooms in the Katanning
Senior High School They have been there for 15 years. 1 am certain that that would niot be
tolerated in a city school.

Country people are also concerned about housing for teachers in the country. The Ministry
of Education has a propensity to send young teachers to the country and tell them to find their
own accommodation. That is very difficult in some areas. We have to have a look at the
building program and see how it relates to some of the smaller country towns. At the
moment, some teachers have to travel a long way before they can obtain accommodation on
farms or in adjoining towns in order to perform their duties in the country. That does nor
augur well for making them happy in their jobs, for keeping them in the country, or for
encouraging teachers to come to the country. The Budget should allocate more money for
teachers' housing.

Dr Lawrence: That is simply not the case. You will see from the Budget papers that an
additional amount of money was made available for renovations and upgrading of facilities.

Mr HOUSE: I hope that is the case. I know that the Minister, as she is very diligent, would
be aware that I have written to her about a couple of instances of accomm-odation problems in
my electorate just recently. I would be pleased if there were an upgrading of the facilities.

I note also that the Budget has not allocated a great amount for the upgrading of agricultural
colleges, for the purchase of more land for them or for additional accommodation at them.
As I said earlier, when speaking about the training of country children, we ought to address
that problem. Onowangerup Agricultural College. for example, would be quite happy to rake
in more boys if it could accommodate them. The infrastructure is there. The problem lies in
the dormitory accommodation; it needs to be improved before more boys can be taken in at
the college.

Remedial teaching in the country will always be a problem. A number of children in mny
electorate are in need of remedial teaching - special assistance, in other words. Ir is always
difficult to make a case with the department when only one or two children in a vasr area
need help. I understand that, but I believe we need to come to terms with the problem in
some way. One possible solution would be to increase the amount of part time teaching that
is now becoming the norm. We now employ people such as retired teachers to teach part
time in agricultural areas. It is always a battle to get the department to believe that we have a
case. I hope that the deparmental people will pay more attention to that problem.

I make some mention of the Government's purchase of degraded land. A number of areas in
Western Australia are becoming degraded from erosion by salt, wind or water, particularly by
salt. Many of these areas were thrown open by the Government some years ago and now,
after 25 or 30 years of farming, they have been found to be unsuitable because the soil has
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not been capable of sustaining long term agriculture. We need to repurchase that land and
run some sort of agro-forestry enterprise in order to get the money back. I see in the Budget
papers that the Government has allocated $2 million for the purchase of land on which to
plant pines and another $1 million to purchase land for conservation. However, how that
$1 million for the purchase of land for conservation will be spent is not spelt out in the
Budget. I urge the Government to consider buying back some of the agricultural country that
is proving itself to be unsuitable for long term sustainable agriculture as it comes on the
market. It can then plant trees that can be harvested in the future. In some areas, people are
staying on the farms too long in an attempt to make a living out of the land. The land is
being degraded to such an extent that it will take a long time to restore it to a point where any
use could be made of it. We cannot afford to let that happen.
In concluding, I thank the Minister for Water Resources for the Budget allocation to develop
the Katanninug, Nyabing, and Pingrup water supply. We have asked successive Governments
for that water supply for many years. The present Minister for Water Resources put a lot of
time, effort and energy into making sure chat that came about. On behalf of the people there,
I thank him and congratulate him. He would be aware that this happens to be the wettest year
that Nyabing and Pingrup have had in their recorded history, but people in those places are
still pleased to know that that pipeline will go in.

MR THOMAS (Welshpool) [2.29 pm]: I wish to talk about some aspects of the Budget
which impinge upon the electorate I represent in this House, the electorate of Welshpool.
This is the last time that I will speak in this House on mailers that affect the electors of
Welshpool in a Budget debate. The electorate of Welshpool was abolished in the recent
redistribution and is being divided between three new electorates which I will mention in a
moment. When I first spoke in this House as the member for Welshpool I mentioned the fact
that my predecessor. Hon Colin Jamieson, represented that electorate for 32 years and that
while I had no aspiration to repeat that in terms of longevity I hoped that I might get a little
longer out of it than has turned out to be the case. However, the factors of electoral
redistribution are a bit like the weather; there is not a great deal we can do about them. I will
not be seeking to contest an electorate in that area at the forthcoming election. When I first
spoke as the member for Welshpool some two and a bit years ago I mentioned a number of
matters I saw as significant problems affecting the area. I am pleased to report that under the
Burke and Dowding Governments significant steps have been taken to address problems in
that area and, in particular, in the Budget announced by the Treasurer a couple of weeks ago
there were substantial benefits mentioned that will accrue to the area.
One of the major factors I mentioned that needed addressing was the Canning River and
associated wetlands. I pointed out that that was one of the major areas of the Swan/Canning
River system which still approximates a natural condition and where there is scope for major
advances in nature conservation. I am pleased that-under the Swan River strategy announced
by the Minister for Water Resources steps will be taken for the creation of a regional park in
the area under the chairmanship of my old colleague the member for Canning who will
become the member for Kenwick after the forthcoming election. The formulation of a
management plan for that area is being brought to fruition and we will see the first of a series
of major regional parks which will conserve the Swan/Canning River system in the way it
deserves.
Transport is one of the major problems affecting the Welshpool area, and in particular the
Albany Highway. In my maiden speech I mentioned the fact that my predecessor, Colin
Jamieson, 32 years previously had mentioned that there was traffic congestion on the Albany
Highway and that something had to be done about it. Thirty two years later, there was still
undue congestion on the Albany Highway, more than when he first mentioned it. Two years
later a major study has been undertaken into traffic problems generally in the south east
corridor and a number of options are currently before the Government I am hopeful that
action will be taken to address the problem of traffic congestion on Albany Highway. One
cannot just say that there is a problem with traffic congestion on Albany Highway. There is a
problem generally with traffic in the south east corridor which needs to be addressed. Prior
to the recently published study there were only two options to resolve the situation on Albany
Highway in the Welshpool vicinity. One was the construction of the Spencer/Chapman
Roads link and the bridge associated with it. The other was to construct a road down
Sevenoaks Street through Queens Park. Both of those proposals faced significant
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problems. In particular, the option of linking Spencer and Chapman roads with a bridge over
the Canning River would have had a significant impact on the Canning River regional park
that I mentioned earlier. I am pleased that it appears that option will not be pursued.
It is interesting to consider the matter of the impact of transport problems on the Welshpool
area as for the most part they are problems created not to serve the people of Welshpool but
because it is an inner urban area with traffic corridors serving outlying pants of the
metropolitan area. This is a universal problem affecting inner urban areas of Perth and most
cities of the world. The area of Welshpool is more affected than most because it suffers from
what is called "utility blight"; that is, there are areas throughout the district which suffer in
terms of amenity for the people who live in the area and in some cases work in the area
because of the facilities provided to serve the community generally. The most obvious
example is the airport, which is a perennial problem. The fact that aircraft noise affects the
residents has many implications including constraints on Homeswest in relation to the areas it
can develop, and on other landowners who might wish to develop land in the area. This is a
major problem. I hope that in time the parallel runway will be constructed at Perth airport
and will enable the problem of airport noise to be ameliorated to a great extent. However, it
appears that that is not likely in the near future, which is a matter of some sadness to people
who live in the area. There have been substantial improvements, in any event, and it is
pleasing that the new generation of aircraft using that airport are less of a problem from a
noise point of view than the aircraft which preceded them. I hope as the airlines which use
Perth airport re-equip their fleets with these new generation aircraft the problem will be
somewhat diminished. I am disappointed with the attitude adopted by the City of Belmont in
relation to Grogan Road which links pant of the Welshpool electorate with the hills area. A
number of members in this House have expressed opinions about the proposed closure of
G~rogan Road, which is being precipitated by the Belmont City Council because it restricts
access to the area. For the most part, that is not a problem that affects the residents of
Welshpool. but it is unfortunate because it is cutting out a major access route to the
Welshpool/Kewdale industrial area. Since I have been the member for Welshpool I have
made it my business to be involved in the Kewdale Business Association. I am aware that
there are a large number of small, and quite large, businesses that operate in the
Kewdale/Welshpool area. Of course, it is in their interests that there should be free access to
that area. I am disappointed that Belmont City Council seems committed to the closure of
that road. I understand that the reason for that commitment is that it crosses what might be
part of a parallel runway and they feel that if the road is allowed to remain open that will
prejudice the option of that parallel runway being built at some time in the future. I feel that
their judgment in that respect is incorrect and that in comparison with a project of the scale of
the construction of a parallel runway at Perth airport a relatively minor road such as Grogan
Road is a minor consideration. It should be the case that while that land is not being used for
a parallel runway it remain open to allow access to the Kewdale/Welshpool area from the
hills area while providing access to the international airport.

There are a number of institutions which play an important part within the Welshpool
electorate. A number of them were affected quite significantly by the Budget announced by
the Treasurer a couple of weeks ago. I guess the most obvious of the institutions within the
electorate that are affected by the Budget are the schools. Welshpool is well served by its
schools and by the quality and dedication of the staff who work in them. There are three
secondary schools in the area two of which are State high schools: Belmont High School
whose principal is Mr Alcock and Kewdale Senior High School whose principal is Mr
Brennan. Both of those people serve the electorate very weUl. It is pleasing to see that
another $2 million will be spent in the coming year to complete the reconstruction of the
Belmont High School. Belmont High School was one of the first of the newer generation
secondary schools to be built in the metropolitan area in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Prior
to its reconstruction in the last few years it had become outdated and the facilities required
replacing. It is pleasing to see that they have been replaced with such high quality buildings
to complement the excellent and dedicated services given by the staff.
The area is also very well served with private schools. In particular I wish to acknowledge
the role played by St Norbert College, a coeducational Catholic secondary school in Queens
Park, which plays a very critical role in serving not only the areas in that immediate vicinity,
but also people coming to that school ftom other districts. It is located on the railway line,
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and therefore has convenient access to other parts of the metropolitan area. Students come to
that school from all over the metropolitan area because of the excellent services provided
there under the leadership of the principal, Mr Tom Corcoran. It is a credit to Him and to his
staff that so many people seek to send their children to that school, because it is a very good
one.
There are many primary schools in the area, and they have also benefited quite substantially
from the Budget, as have all schools throughout the State, because of improvements in the
educational allowance, clothing allowance and so on. It would take too long to mention all of
them, but I would like to mention one of the schools in the area, again a private school, Santa
Clara convent at Bentley. Since I have been the member for Welshpool I have had occasion
to be closely associated with that school and I would like to pay tribute to Sister Anne, the
principal, and the very dedicated staff working there. They have excellent facilities and they
provide services to a very diverse group of students. It is quite close to Horneswesr
developments in Bentley, and a number of students there do not have English as a first
language. I have been very impressed when visiting the school to see the dedication of the
staff and parents involved, and the very excellent services provided by that very small school.
As the local member I have been very pleased to be able to be of assistance in dealing with
the State Covernment to secure for that school extra land in the form of a Homeswest
property adjacent to the school. That has allowed them to acquire more space. It was an old
school built during the 1950s and its facilities were very outdated; they needed
redevelopment. The school was able to obtain funding for the construction of new buildings.
but it would have left the school without playing fields. While that may have been acceptable
when the school was first built, when there was a lot more open space around than now,
obviously it would not have been acceptable in this day and age. I know thanks have already
been conveyed to the Minister by the school, but I would like to acknowledge the role played
by the then Minister for Housing, Keith Wilson, in making available some adjacent
Homeswest land to complement the new buildings. That school has a bright future with its
new buildings and new land.

One of the major institutions in the electorate of Welshpool is H-omeswest. A substantial
proportion of the housing in the area is Homeswest housing, and I would like to pay tribute to
the officers of Homeswest, who operate under very difficult circumstances in many instances.
They provide good services and housing, and deal with many problems which arise in
administering the I-omeswest estate in that area. Homeswest in Welshpool is probably
characterised in the public m-ind by the existence of Brownlie Towers, which is a large series
of flats some nine stories tall located in Bentley. It represents a trend in architecture
fashionable in the late 1950s when it was constructed. By today's standards it would be
regarded by most people as an architectural disaster; not the type of building that would be
.put up today. Nonetheless it is inhabited by some 600-odd tenants who, though they have to
put up with architectural designs which we would not regard as desirable in this day and age.
have some advantages. The advantages are that one has many households and many people
clustered together in a relatively compact area; one does not have people spread out and
isolated as is often the case with smaller, lower density developments. As a result it is
possible to have a decent set of shops available within the area. There are sufficient people to
justify a good bus service, have hobby groups and bingo clubs, social clubs and so on. In
lower density areas there are difficulties in providing shopping services within walking
distances, bus services and facilities for social life.

I would like to pay tribute to a number of people involved in Brownlle Towers and the clubs
associated with it, in particular Mrs Margaret Spice of the social club, Mr Bob Chamberlain
of the residents' action group, and Mrs Ursula Wood. People like these provide many hours
of unpaid work for the various clubs and groups within the area that make a significant
contribution to the quality of life in that area. It is unremunerated work, but without it the
quality of life would be very much lower than it is. I was pleased to have my campaign for
the Welshpool electorate opened in 1975 by Mrs Hazel Hawke at Brownlie Towers. It was
well attended and the people I have just named made a very significant contribution not only
to my campaign, but also to the quality of life generally in that area.
I mentioned earlier that one of the major problems in the Welshpool area is what I

-characterise generally as utility blight. That concerns facilities located adjacent to airports
and so on which generally lower the amenities of the area. One of the problems I first

2963



2964 [ASSEMBLY]

encountered as a member was the fact that the Tonkin Freeway had been built through a
number of areas to the east of the electorate, and the surface of that road was such that it
produced excessive road noise for the people living immediately adjacent to the road.
Together with a number of councillors, in particular councillor Charles Rich from the city of
Belmont, I made representations to the Minister for Transport. I am very pleased to say that
the road in the vicinity of the houses was resurfaced, and as a result the noise which annoyed
nearby residents was reduced quite substantially. I was surprised to learn that a very
substantial proportion of road noise is not caused by motors but by wheel noise on the road.
If one is able to surface the road smoothly the amount of noise is very substantially reduced.
1 made mention earlier of major traffic problems, and I referred to the main one, which is on
the Canning side, and that is Albany Highway. One of the strategies to reduce the problem of
congestion on Albany Highway is to make public transport more attractive and to get people
out of their cars and off the roads. That probably would have a limited effect in the
foreseeable future on the problem of congestion on Albany Highway, as studies have shown
that a very substantial am-ount of traffic congestion and vehicle usage in that immediate
vicinity is not caused by people travelling from the outer areas to Perth, but by people
travelling within the area to the Carousel Shopping Centre and so on. It is inconceivable that
public transport could have a large effect on that. Nevertheless, people who use Albany
Highway to commute to work find that their quality of life is diminished because they have to
spend so long each day in bumper to bumper traffic. If public transport is improved and
people use that as a means of commuting to work, there will be a great improvement in their
quality of life. I am very pleased about the electrification of the suburban rail system, in fact
that particular line is the first to be electrified and work is progressing on it. It will make a
great difference to the quality of life and to the standard of public transport in the south
eastern corridor. The electrification of the rail system reflects a great deal of credit upon the
current Governm-ent and the Ministers responsible. I know it is deeply appreciated by people
in the area.

I wish now to mention another institution which exists in all electorates;, that is, local
government. As members of Parliament, we all have dealings with local authorities and on
occasions we have differences with them, while on other occasions we might agree with
them. As between all levels of Government there will be differences, but for the most part
most members would agree that people involved in local government - whether as elected
councillors or as officers of the councils - generally provide a high quality of service to the
comimunity. I would like to pay tribute to the local governument councils in the electorate of
Welshpool and the contribution which they make to the community. That is not to say that
we have always agreed with each other. From time to time there are differences, which on
some occasions are quite substantial. Nonetheless, I acknowledge, as would most members,
that local government plays a very important role. In particular I would like to mention the
councils in my electorate: The Belmont City Council is led by Mayor Peg Parkin and the
Town Clerk, Eddie Burton, who provide a great service to the area and are a very consistent
and forceful voice for the interests of the Belmont area. I have on occasion had significant
differences with the Belmont City Council, particularly over the widening of Orrong Road,
but nonetheless I acknowledge the way in which the council has conducted itself and has
advanced the interests of the area as it saw them. That reflects creditably on the council,
particularly on Mayor Peg Parkins and the other elected councillors, who act in an honorary
capacity. On the other side of my electorate is the City of Canning. Again at times relations
between that council and me have been strained - as they are between all members and their
councils at different times - when the council made decisions which may not necessarily have
been in the interests of the community as I saw them.
I pay particular tribute to the Canning City Council, which I believe has played, for the most
part, a very consistent and creative role in representing the interests of the community. I
would like to single out for particular mention as a person worthy of credit in this regard the
former mayor, Eclco Tacoma, who led the council through a difficult period. That council
was characterised by even more internecine warfare than most councils, certainly those with
which I have had any dealings or e-xperience of. By virtue of the fact that Mr Tacoma was
directly elected and not beholden to any of the coundillors, he was able to provide leadership
which saw the council through a difficult period and to deliver a stable council to his
successor, Mr Stewart Clark, who is proving to be a worthy successor. Mr Clark has been
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fortunate that Mr Tacoma made the council so stable. I also acknowledge the Deputy Mayor
of the City of Canning, Councillor Marilyn Crispin, who has played a significant role in
developing the council's welfare and human services role. Many people in local government
are of the view that local governent is there to provide roads, to collect rates and the
rubbish, and that is about it. The other school of thought is that councils ought to have more
involvement in providing human and welfare services to the com-munity. Councillor Crispin
has played a leading role in developing those services in the City of Canning, and credit is
due to her for that. The City of Canning has been particularly well served by its officers.
The current Town Clerk, Ian K inner. is proving to be a worthy successor to Noel Dawkins,
who was the Town Clerk of the City of Canning for many years. I ami not sure how long' he
was the Town Clerk: I think it was for 30 years. although I would not like to be held to that
figure. I think it is recognised by everyone who has any involvement in local government
that Mr Dawkins is one of the top local government administrators in the State, and the
Current state of the City of Canning is to a large pant a credit to him. I would therefore like to
acknowledge the contribution made to the City of Canning - and therefore to the area which
has up until now been part of the electorate of Welshpool - by Mr Dawkins,
Finally I would like to make one comment mn respect of local government and the electorate
of Welshpool. My electorate is composed almost entirely of the cities of Belmont and
Canning: however, some three or four streets belong to the City of Perth. Although I have
not had a great deal to do with the City of Perth because it comprises only a small proportion
of my electorate, I have had something to do with it. All members will be aware of the fact
that earlier this year the City of Perth was rent asunder by mayoral elections and that a lot of
controversy associated with those elections had to do with allegations made against the then
Lord Mayor, Mr Mick Michael. As I mentioned earlier. I have not had a great deal to do with
the City of Perth in an electoral sense. However, to the extent that I had dealings with thle
City of Perth, I always found Mitt: Michael to be a person who acted credibly and
honourably in representing the interests of Perth as he saw thlem. The controversy which
arose then has been the subject of extensive debate in this House and I do not think anything
needs to be added to that at present. The problem had to do with the planning powers
associated with the City of Perth. Put simply the proposition was that if elected councillors
who are in a position to approve substantial developments happen to be involved in some
sense with the building industry it is possible for them to make decisions which could be to
their own advantage. As I said, in my experience Mick Michael always acted in an
honourable way and I would not make any criticism about him in that regard. However, it
does bring to light a particular problem. That concerns the role of local governent in
approving planning developments for the central business district. When this question a-rose
earlier this year I made some statements, on behalf of my constituents, to the Minister for
Planning.
My electorate includes three or four streets of the City of Perth. People residing in those
streets can elect councillors who may influence decisions made about the central business
district of Perth. The people on the other side of the road in Bentley, in the City of Canning.
or those in the City of Belmont, are unable to elect councillors in the City of Perth and.
therefore, have no direct influence on planning decisions made in the central business district.
In my view, that is a completely absurd situation. The residents of Bentley have as much
interest in what goes on in the central business district of Perth as do the residents of St
James. Similarly, the residents of Kewdale have as much interest in what goes on in the
central business district of Perth as do the residents of Carlisle. Yet the residents of St James
and Carlisle have direct contribution to decisions made in that area, and the residents of
Bentley and Kewdale do not.
It is inappropriate for the major role of planning approval to rest with local government,
when talking about the central business district. The value of the development in that
district - the scope for profit to be made - is much greater than virtually anywhere else in the
State, and certainly greater than anywhere else in the metropolitan area. The unfortunate
situation which arose in the City of Perth, with the allegations made and the interpretation
placed on them, would never have arisen had it not been for the fact that the City of Perth is
exercising what I regard to be inappropriate planning powers.
As I mentioned earlier, the City of Perth comprises only a small part of the electorate of
Welshpool; for the most part, the electorate has been in the City of Belmont and the City of
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Canning. As I said at the outset, the electorate of Welshpool has been split evenly into three
pants. Pant of it will go to the electorate of Victoria Park, which is represented and being
contested by Dr Geoff Gallop. Another part will go to the new electorate of Belmont, which
is part of Ascot and Welshpool, to be contested by my colleague, the member for Ascot, Eric
Ripper. The third part will go to the City of Canning, which is to become part of the new
electorate of Kenwick, to be contested by my colleague, the current member for Canning, Dr
Judyth Watson. I feel a degree of sadness that I will be unable to continue to represent that
area. I will be contesting another electorate, about which I will have a lot more to say later;
however, I know it will continue to receive first rate representation under the three members I
have just named.
MR LEWIS (East Melville) [3.04 pm]: My contribution today to the Appropriation
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Bill focuses on a couple of areas of my responsibilities in the
Opposition. The first concerns small business, and the problems beekeepers are having with
the Department of Conservation and Land Management. The concern is that a draft policy
paper is being prepared whereby beekeeping will be restricted in conserved areas, and it is
suggested chat some beekeepers will be relocated and their leases lost because of the
requirements of CALM. I understand there are 84 beekeepers leasing these production areas
from CALM. Leaked information has it that CALM may not be renewing these leases on the
retirement or demise of those beekeepers. If this happens it will lead to the ultimate collapse
of the beekeeping industry. It is interesting to note that last year the beekeeping industry
produced in excess of $2.5 million in honey-related products. This excludes the pollination
work which the bees do in keeping the natural cycle of the forest going. It is hard to justify
CALM's thinking. [ would have thought thai the common honey bee would not cause very
many problems to our forests or indigenous ecosystem, and should be left alone, and the
industry which revolves around it should be left to prosper. I understand that senior officers
of the beekeeping section of the Department of Agriculture are concerned that their research
conflicts with some of the utterances of the officers of CALM. People in the Department of
Agriculture are critical of some of the proposals proffered. Approaches by the Western
Australian Farmers Federation on behalf of these beekeepers to meet with a beekeeping
consultative committee in CALM have fallen on deaf ears; they have been trying to get a
meeting for 12 months to discuss problems, with no result.
It is interesting to note that in 1988 there was a shipment of live bees to Canada. It seems
there is an opportunity there for a good export industry. Canada is now importing over $8
million worth of live bees from the USA but, because of disease and other problems with that
species, the Canadians have looked further afield for live bees. Approaches have been made
to Western Australia and orders have already been filled but, because of a shortage of
supplies of the live insects, over $1 million worth of orders had to be foregone. The point!I
am making is that beekeepers must be able to retain their access to the productive, conserved
areas of our forests. I cannot imagine how the honey bee can endanger our forests. I hope
the Government is listening to what I am saying, and caking note of my comments.
Beekeepers are usually small businessmen - often running family businesses - who have a
part to play in our society. Those businesses are an important part in the supply of food
products to the commity. It is very important, not only from the food supply point of view,
but also because of a possible future export industry, that these people are given a fair
hearing. I ask the Government to view my cormments in a positive way, and endeavour to
meet with beekeepers so that their problems can be resolved.
[ turn to another area of my responsibility which is housing. Quite frankly, housing is now an
election issue. The housing market at this moment is extremely overheated. Prices are rising
at over three per cent a month - that is up to 36 per cent a year, which is extreme, to say the
least. In this calendar year there has been a 32 per cent price rise, across the board, in
medium priced housing. The Government should take a lot of the blame for the current
situation because of the injudicious Budgets which it has brought down in this House over the
last few years. At the time, those Budgets gave Western Australians some sort of comfort
that large sums of money had been budgeted for housing in Western Australia.
Unfortunately, the Budgets were e-bsolutely misleading. The money estimated to be spent
was not spent and, indeed, I am of the opinion that the Budgets were fraudulent. Some
people may say that the use of the word "fraudulent" is somewhat extreme. It is not because
fraud means deception, dishonest artifice, trick or disappointing person. The Budgets which
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this Government has handed down over the last three years have been all of those things and
have disappointed everyone in the housing industry. The Government has used its housing
Budget as nothing more than a propaganda tool to crank up its effort in the forthcoming
election.

Mrs Beggs. What figures are you talking about that are displeasing?

Mr LEWIS: I will come to them. The building industry is an exceptionally volatile industry
and that is the reason we have a shortage of skilled labour in the industry. Unfortunately,
Commonwealth and State Governments of Labor persuasion used the building industry
across Australia to crank start the domestic economy when it was flat. One ')as only to think
back to when the Hawke Government introduced the first home owners' scheme to crank up
the industry because it was flat and now that the industry is overheated and is running too hot
and is in danger of causing grave consequence down the line, it starts withdrawing the first
home owners' scheme, cranking interest rates and the like. Thbe State Government is as much
to blame. It has deliberately withheld $85 million from the housing budgets over the last
three years.

Mrs Beggs. You should be careful about what you are going to say. I think you are about to
make a gross error.

Mr LEWIS: No, I am not. This Labor Government withheld $85 million of housing funds
over the last three years to 30 June 1988. It deliberately did not spend those funds which
could have been used to build nearly 2 000 homes to house an additional 7 000 to 8 000
Western Australians.
Despite all the devious statements made by this Government to indicate to Western
Australians that the Labor Government is interested in housing and will spend an additional
$100rmillon in that area compared with what it spent last year, the facts are that the
$272.4 million budgeted for housing this financial year represents an increase of
$39.6 million over that budgeted in 1985-86. It represents a 17 per cent increase in four
years. The CPI is running at 30 per cent, yet the Government has increased its housing
allocation since 1985-8 6 by a mere 17 per cent and it still has the gall to pat itself on the back
and say, "What a great job we have done in the area of housing." Of course the simple reason
the Government has been deceptive is that we have an election in the near future.

If one really wants to look at the performance of this Government one need only turn to the
General Loan and Capital Works Fund Estimates of Expenditure for this financial year. in
1985-86 the allocation to Homeswest was $232.7 million, but only $187.2 million was spent.
There was a shortfall of $45.6 millio-i or nearly 20 per cent of the money allocated. Members
must rationalise this with the situation this State is in today with regard to the shortage of
housing and land. The following year was worse and the Government budgeted
$204.9 million for I-omeswest which was a decrease compared with the previ~us year when
$232 million was budgeted - it was an election year. In that year it spent $155.76 million on
housing and there was a shortfall of $49 million, or 24 per cent of the Budget. In 1987-88 the
budgeted figure was $164 million, but two years prior to that - an election year - the
allocation was $232 -million.

The Government has said nothing about the huge depreciation in its housing vote from the
1985-86 financial year to the 1987-88 financial year. It represents a depreciation of over
$70 illion which was not even indexed for CPI increases. In the 1987-88 financial year
$174 million was actually spent on housing because the Goverrnent was aware that a severe
land shortage was looming and it realised it had to buy land. It exceeded its Budget by
$ 10 million on the actual estimated figure. However in those three years it underspent its
Budget by $85 million.

The Government's action represents nothing more than a trick. It has had money sitting in
suspense accounts - it calls them internal funds and balances. In that fund is $67.12 million
from funds allocated to housing -- it is a slush fund, earning interest. Currently we have a
most severe land shortage in this State and there has been an incredibly devastating spiral in
the price of housing. In the years I have been associated with housing there has never been
such a rapid price rise in the cost of housing and land. It has exploded because this
Government withdrew funds that should have been spent over the last two or three years
because it thought it would be smart and use that money for pork barrelling the electorate.
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The Goverrnent's actions have backfired and it has hurt the people who should have been in
a position to purchase a home or a block of land. When the Governuent pours out this
money it wilt be gobbled up because the price spiral will take every dollar and no additional
people will be housed; that is the crying shame of the activities of this Labor Government.
With the exception perhaps of the Minister for Planning and the Minister for Housing,
everyone knows there is a housing and land shortage in this State. I have said as much in this
House before and it has been denied both here and in the Press. It is about time the
Government woke up and realised that there is a crisis in the community in the shelter area.
There is an acute shortage of labour and material. Builders cannot get supplies of domestic
steel to build simple lintels, door frames and the like. There is an acute shortage of land.
People must camp on an estate for three or four days if they wish to buy land. Is that denied?
No land is available. The contractual time for building ordinary cottages has increased from
16 weeks to 30 plus weeks. The construction time has doubled because the industry is
terribly overheated and because this Government withheld funds and caused a pent up
demand in housing and land supply. The Government now wants to be smart and to pour this
money out in a pork barrelling year. The Government's actions in the past have rebounded
land the money saved will not build more houses because it will be gobbled up in the inflated
prices. That is a sorry state of affairs. There are no longer fixed price building contracts; the
builders will not give such contracts with building prices increasing at 2.5 per cent a month.
The cost of construction is increasing by 25 per cent a year. The contracts are now open
ended, and the poor consumers, whose houses used to be built in 16 weeks, now have to wait
30 or more weeks. In addition, the consumers pay an extra $1 000 in rent while they are
waiting to move into their homes. There are fewer first home buyers in the market, they used
to represent 26 per cent of the sales but the figures now indicate that they represent only 16
per cent of the market. That is an incredible situation for this Labor Government which
boasts of the good job it has done. This Government has been a disaster for the housing
industry by its cheating and falsifying of budgets, indicating that it will spend money, which
it subsequently has not.

Let us give specific consideration to the Government's actions and the reasons for this critical
shortage of land and housing. I refer particularly to land development allocations in the last
three Budgets. In 1985-86 - bearing in mind that we now have a shortage of land - the
Government allocated $29.14 million for housing development by the State Housing
Commission. It spent $19.4 million, a shortfall of almost $ 10 million, which represents 33
per cent underspending on developing Homeswesc land in 1985-86. Why is there a land
shortage now? It is because the Government did not spend the money when it should have
done so. There is no land in the inventory at Homeswest; if 1 tried to purchase a block of
land now I would be told by H-omeswest that I will have to wait until after Christmas. In
1986-87 the Government budgeted $20.62 million for land development at Homeswest. It
spent $15.92 million, a shortfall of $4.7 million, representing 23 per cent underspending. In
1987-88 the Government budgeted $24.18 million and it actually spent $24.24 million.
Hooray! The Government actually spent the allocation, but the damnage had been done. The
Government realised that an acute land shortage was looming and that it had to spend the
money for which it had budgeted. It quickly tried to crank up the situation but it was too late.
This year the Government has budgeted $44 iljlion to try to crank up the land supply, while
last year it budgeted $24 million for land development. It will try to produce 3 000 lots, but
according to my records the best Homeswest has ever produced is about 740 lois. I have
asked the Minister some questions but she will not answer them - she prefers to write a letter.
I thought she would have the figures on file relating to how many lots I-omeswest produced
last year, the year before, and the year before that. I would have expected the Minister to
have those figures at her fingertips, but it appears she does not want to provide them. After
the horse has bolted the Government has decided to pour $44 million into creating lots, but
the supply at the moment is zero, and the Government is too late. If the Government had not
underspent by $14 million, it could have produced an additional 1 200 or 1 500 lots to give to
first home buyers.
Mrs Beggs: We have 3 000 lots.
Mr LEWIS: That is not the case; the Minister is kidding herself. If the Government had
spent its Budget allocations in the past, first home buyers would not be deprived as a result of
the rapid price rises of the right to own their own home.
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I turn now to construction and home purchase appropriations in the Capital Works Budget.
in 1985-86 the Budget was $148.46 million; the Goverrnent spent $117.54 million, a
shortfall of $31 million representing 21 per cent underspent. Here is the rub: Guess what the
waiting lists were at l-omeswest? It is very interesting to note that at 1 July 1985 8 543
people were on the waiting list at Homeswest. At June 1986, after the Government had
underspent the home purchase and construction money by $31 million - 21 per cent of its
budget - there were 11 190 people on the waiting list. That is an increase of 2 647 on the
official waiting list of l-omeswest, representing an increase of 31 per cent. In 1986-87 the
Budget for construction and home purchase was $130 million, down $18 m ill ion on the
previous year. The Government spent $91 million, a shortfall of $39 million, representing 30
per cent underspent.

Members can guess what happened with the waiting list of Homeswest in that year - the
number of people on that l ist blew out from 11 190 to 1 3 485, an increase of 2 295, or 20.5
per cent. So while this smarty pants Government has been withholding its funds and putting
them in the kitty for pork barrelling in the forthcoming election, it has been screwing the
people it is supposed to be looking after because it has blown out the waiting lists in those
two years alone by more than 4 000 people. In 1987-88 this Government budgeted
$88.4 million for construction and home purchase, which was, by the way, down from the
election Budget of $148 million; or $60 million less. The Government spent $89 million
right on par. In fact, I think it overspent by $60 000 - big deal. The waiting lists stabiised
because the Government had spent its Budget allocation. The point I am making is that the
Government, in trying to be smart and underspending by those large amounts of money -
$85 million - has put another 4 500 people on the waiting list of Homeswest. The
Government is now going to bring back that money in an election year to pork barrel and say
to the electorate, "Aire we not great? We are pouring all this money into housing." That is an
absolute myth. The terrible shame of it all is that every single dollar of that money will be
lost; it will not buy one more home because the cost of housing has exploded by 30 per cent.

These figures tell us that the Government's deliberate intent to mislead has caused and
exacerbated a serious problem in the demand for housing. The situation at present is that the
industry is violently overheated, yet the Government is throwing $ 100 million at it. The
industry does not now have the capacity to do what it wants to do, and in the extremes of this
incapacity, the Government - with its pork barrelling ideology - is throwing another
$100 million at it, on a base of $170 million last year. That is absolute irresponsibility
because the industry cannot absorb those fuznds without it overheating even more and prices
rising. It is unfortunate that the Government's schemes have misfired. It is unfortunate that
we are facing a housing crisis. T.Le people of Western Australia know we have a land
shortage, and they know now it is because of the ineptitude and deception of this Government
in its efforts to tiry to pork barrel the electorate.

In the time I have left I would like to touch on a couple of other areas. I should draw to the
Minister's attention some of the things that are happening in the community - which I believe
have been caused by this panic situation - to try to get more public housing units for Western
Australians. The Government has gone out into the electorate of.Melville, to the suburb of
Palmyra, and unfortunately officers of Homeswest - who to my mind must be absolutely
insensitive arnd without understanding - have gone up and down the streets of Palmyra and
told Homeswest tenants, many of whom are elderly and have been in their homes for 20 or 30
years, that they are going to be evicted; the bulldozers will be coming next year; they are
going to build units and these people will have to move out of their homes. I have a list of
eight people - whom I could name, but I will not do so - who have been told chat Homeswest
wants their house because they are'going to build home units. The Labor Government has
certainly lost touch with the people by its insensitive actions. We thought the Government
looked after the under privileged and those people genuinely in need of support.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like at this time to welcome into the Legislative
Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia the parents, friends and students from the
Malibu Special School. These special guests are here today by favour of the Hon Speaker,
Michael Barnett MIA. We welcome them to our Parliament at any time they would lie to
visit us.

[Applause.)
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Mr LEWIS: It is unfortunate that the Labor Government has lost touch by sending these
officers to elderly citizens and putting them under stress; they are worried that they will be
dispossessed of homes they have been in for about 20 years. I would like to put on the record
that I am not against redevelopment, because that must take place and the State must make
better use of its housing resources. My criticism is about the way the Government has gone
about this by going up and down streets like McGregor Road, Stock Road, Zenobia Street,
Forrest Street and Marmnion Street - which are all in the member for Melville's electorate -
and telling these elderly people they have to go. I wonder where this Government is going.

Mr Fred Tubby: Down the gurgler!

Mr LEWIS: How true. I have another example of how this Government has lost touch
which I would like to draw to the attention of members. Last May, when the Government
saw reason to spend its Budget moneys quickly, it went out and bought blocks of units all
over this town. In May, Homeswest bought a block of units at 8 Albert Street, South Perth.
Elderly and retired people, an Aboriginal family, single mothers and the like lived in that
block of units. Within days of Honmeswest's buying that property it gave those people
eviction notices. It is quite incredible that a public housing authority bought a property where
people were looking after themselves and gave them eviction notices. How insensitive! But
the most incredible thing was that Homeswest said to the people who had been evicted, "If
you qualify for Humeswest accommodation we will find you somewhere else to live." Have
members ever heard such nonsense?

However, that was not all. One gentleman moved out of that property within eight days of
receiving the eviction notice, and Homeswest did not inspect his premises either when it
bought the property or before he left. Three months later, I think on 24 August, the
gentleman received a letter from Homeswest which said, "We are sorry but you owe us $84
for maintenance beyond fair wear and tear." Attached to that letter was a statement of
account itemnising such incidental things as "clean windows, clean bathroom, wash floor.
clean out cupboard". Hotneswest said to this gentleman, "We are sorry but you will not get
your $47 deposit back." - which, of course, Homeswest had inherited from the previous
owner - "You must now pay us another $36.90, representing a bill for $84. because you did
not look after the premises." I want to ask Homeswest how it knew what the condition of the
premises was when that tenant took up occupancy, bearing in mind that Homneswest did not
own the property at that time and that Homeswest did not visit the tenancy in the eight day
period between its issuing the eviction notice and the gentleman's leaving. If that is not
losing touch with what is going on in society, I do not know what is. One's commuonsense
would tell one that what Homeswesr was trying on was a nonsense. It makes me wonder just
where we are going. Where is the policy direction from the midnistry to Homneswest when
these sorts of things happen? The insult that was added to the injury suffered by this
gentleman was that the $84 had to be paid within 14 days. It only took Homeswest three and
a half months to send him a bill! That is the nonsense.

Mr Greig: I wonder how long it took them to calculate it.
Mr LEWIS: That is right. I believe the Minister has lost touch with her department and with
the housing industry in this State. She obviously is not aware of the incredible price hikes for
housing at the moment, or that tens of thousands of young people between 18 and 25 are
being disadvantaged because they feel they will never be able to own their own homes. They
are looking forward to getting married, having a family and owning their own homes but the
median price of housing in Western Australia has risen by $16 000 in the last 12 months.
The average family - with two people working - can only save $8 000, so not only are they
$16 000 behind but also they cannot even keep up with inflation or the Consumer Price
Index.

This Government has exacerbated the housing crisis - the shortage of housing and the
incredible price rises; but people are learning about it. Housing is an election issue and
members who represent the northern suburbs, such as the member for Joondalup and the
Minister herself, will feel the full weight of the electorate when those people who aspire to
owning their own homes realise they will not be able to do so.

Mrs Beggs: If that is the case, why has there been the biggest housing boom in the last two
years in the northern suburbs? You really are out of touch.
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Mr LEWIS: I will stand and be judged on anything at all I have said today. Everything I
have said has been taken directly from the Budget papers. This Labor Government is
absolutely out of touch with the community and it deserves to be thrown out of office.

MR WIESE (Narrogirt) [3.47 pm]: As I rise to take part in this Budget debate, once again
on a Thursday afternoon, it is great to see that I have a fine, upstanding audience and that we
have at least one Minister in the House. I will start by bringing to the attention of the House
the fact that this year, in contrast to last year, it is good to be able to report that virtually all of
our rural areas are experiencing a good season. Frobably only because of that, the outlook
for the State at present does look quite rosy, although the Goverment can rake no credit for
that situation.

T1he Budget papers outline many aspects of the financial proceedings of this State for the
coming year, and endeavour to paint a very rosy picture by saying charges are not being
increased in any area, services are still being maintained and perhaps even expanded, and the
Government is doing a marvellous job. As a member of the Opposition it behoves me to put
before this Parliament and the public of Western Australia a few facts that bring to light some
of the shortcomings of the Budget and some of the little untruths, shall I call them, that this
Government has endeavoured to perpetrate on the public of Western Australia.

I have spoken before in previous debates in this House about the unfairness of payroll tax and
the fact that it is probably the greatest disincentive to employment that any Government could
dream up. In his Budget speech the Treasurer said that State taxes and charges must be
contained or reduced to provide maximum opportunities for employment and economic
activity in Western Australia. The Treasurer further claimed that the reduction in the burden
of payroll tax would save business a further $4.5 million. I want to put before this House and
the people of Western Australia what the facts are about payroll tax. In the 1986-87 financial
year payroll tax raised by this Government came to $325 million, up $19 million on the
Budget estimate for that year; in the 1987-88 financial year the Government raised $377
million, which was up $12 million on the Budget figures -

Mr Greig: But they call that a decrease.

Mr WIESE: Yes. In the coming year the Government has budgeted for an increase in
payroll tax of $438 million, an increase of $73 midllion on the Budget figures for last year. It
is $61 million more than the actual figure for last year. This Government may claim to have
saved the business comnmunity $4.5 million, but the Government has actually taken
$61 million more this year than it took from the business commnunity last year.

Mr Greig: it is the same when they ay that water rates have not been raised.

Mr WIESE: Yes, it is the same story. How a Govemnment can claim to be honest, factual and
truthful with the people of this State and yet do something like that absolutely escapes me.

Let us look at another area of State Government taxes and charges. In 1986-87 the
Government estimated it would take $220 million in stamp duty; in that year it raised
$273 million, which was $53 million over Budget. In 1987-88 the Government estimated its
revenue from stamp duty would be $381 million, but the Government actually raised
$432.4 million, which was a massive $130.6 million over Budget. That is a staggering
figure - $130.6 million over Budget for stamp duty. This year the Government estimate of
revenue from stamp duty is $454.5 million. That is an enormous 106 per cent increase on the
Budget estimate of two years ago and that comes from a Government which claims to be
holding charges for business and the community at a static level. Still this Government is
trying to tell the community that it is keeping its costs down.

Let us look at another area of Government charges - departmental fees and charges, which
cover an enormous range of Government fees and charges. It is a real growth item in the
Budget. The revenue for the financial year 1986-87 was $388.4 million, while the revenue
for 1987-88 was $478.9 million. This year's budgeted income from departmental fees and
charges is an enormous $783.5 million. That is a rise of $304.6 million int 12 months. I will
repeat that in case some Government members are not aware of the fact: $304.6 million
more will come into the Government's coffers this year from departmental fees and charges.
Once again that comes from a Government which claims that it is not raising charges and is
keeping costs down for both the business commuunity and for the ordinary man in the street.
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MrT Thomas: There has been an increase in economic activity.

Mr WIESE: There would need to be to pay for those sont of charges. The reality is that in
those areas alone this Government will rip $761.6 million more from the business community
and the ordinary people of this State than it budgeted to raise two years ago. That is an
incredible figure which I think bears emphasising. This Government claims that it is holding
charges for the business community and for the ordinary man in the street at a static level. If
anyone wondered where all the extras in the Budget are coming ffrm, They are as a result of
the charges the Government is imposing on the community.

I refer now to a matter which concerns me as a person who has recently come from local
government; it concerns a great number of people, especially people in local governments
throughout the rural areas. I refer to the allocation of funds to local government by the
Western Australian Local Government Grants Commission. As members would be aware,
there have been substantial changes to the methodology used by the Grants Commission in
allocating funds to local government in this State. Usually when there are substantial
changes in any system there are winners and losers, and in this instance there is no exception.
There are councils in this State which have had substantial increases in their funding from the
Grants Commission, but there are also councils which are suffering major decreases in the
funds they received this year and in the funds they are estimated to receive from the Grants
Commission in the coming two years. These changes are based over a three year period and
the full effects of them are not really being felt by local government and hence by the
community. However in the first year of operation of these new changes, effects are being
felt, especially by some of the smaller shires in the great southern. I was interested to hear a
speaker from the Government side of the House mention on Tuesday the effect that the
change in the allocation of funds was having on one of the metropolitan councils in his
electorate. I can assure the House that some of the councils in my region of the State will be
so affected by these changes that they are wondering how and whether they will survive.

Mr Thomas: But they want more money.

Mr WIESE: They want a fair slice of the cake. That is all the rural area has ever wanted
some sort of equity in the services given to country people. The member for Welshpool
would probably not understand that, but it is all that country people require.

Mr Thomas: That costs more money.

Mr WIESE: It is well known that in a majority of cases people in the rural areas are prepared
to get out and help themselves. I could take the member to any shire council area in my
electorate and show him what the ratepayers and electors - the people who live there - have
done for themselves with no help from anyone. They get out and do the job themselves; they
do not go whingeing to Government for funds or other help. We do occasionally get the
feeling that we are being hard done by, and that there is a real case to be made for help and
equity from the Government. The shire councils in the great southern area especially are
getting a very raw deal from the Grants Commisston.
Let me put this case to the member for Welshpool, whose mouth swings into gear before his
brain, and we will see how he would feel if one of the councils in his electorate were to be
treated in this way. Last year the Narrogin Shire Council received a grant of $73 269 from
the Grants Commission. It was not a fortune, but it allowed that council to carry on as it had
done in past years, and make a worthwhile contribution towards improving the facilities in its
district and the adjoining council of the Town of Narrogin. Under the circumstances which
prevailed before the new system was brought in the Narrogin Shire this year would have
expected an increase of five per cent to seven per cent, or $3 000 to $4 000. Instead of that,
under the new methodology, the Narrogin Shire received a grant of $55 455, which is a drop
of $17 000, or 24 per cent. I bet there are not many councils in the member for Welshpool's
electorate which had a drop of that nature in this financial year.

Mr Thomas: There have been some quite substantial disappointments with metropolitan local
authorities too.

Mr WIESE: There have been disappointments right through but, to the best of my
knowledge, there is no council which has had a drop of the nature of that which the Narrogin
Shire has had. In a small shire like Narrogin the effects are substantial and immediate. That
drop in revenue meant an increase of 9.2 per cent in the rates of Narrogin purely to maintain
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the status quo. In fact, the shire has been forced to raise its rates by 19.9 per cent. That
figure is made up of 9.2 per cent to cover the loss of revenue from the Grants Commuission,
roughly seven per cent to cope with inflation, and another three per cent to keep things
ticking over. In addition, the shire has not yet replaced a workman on the shire gang who left
at the end of the last financial year, which means another $23 000 to be added to the shire's
costs. That is bad enough, but look at the situation which the Narrogin Shire Council faces
over the next two years. Next year the grant will drop to $3 1 000. The following year the
shire will receive $8 800 from the Grants Commission. That represents a massive drop of 88
per cent in funding from the Grants Commission.

Mr' Thomas: Which taxes do you want to put up to make that up?

Mr WIESE: I have not got the message through to the member for Welshpool. We are
talking about a fair distribution of the cake. To compensate for that drop in revenue the
Narrogin Shire Council will have to raise the rates by 34 per cent, and, if inflation is also
considered, there would be an increase of 55 per cent.

Mr Troy: You are selectively taking one country council -

Mr WIESE: I am using that council as an example. There are plenty of others around in a
similar situation. The Narrogin shire councillors have no idea what their future will be. The
ratepayers feel they have been singled out very unfairly and given a raw deal by the Grants
Commission. Quite frankly, I agree with them. Those councillors know that their shire
makes a substantial contribution to the town of Narrogin and its amenities. In fact, this year,
18.5 per cent of the shire's rates will go straight to the town of Narrogini to provide amenities
for the town and the district. The taxpayers know that they make an enormous contribution
by way of taxation to the Commonwealth Government, yet all that the Shire of Narrogin wil I
get back at the end of the phasing in period is a measly $8 800 of the $60 million coming to
local goverment in this State. That figure represents the tax payable in one year by one of
my shearers. If anyone can explain to me why that is a fair situation I would like him to do
SO.
That is the Shire of Narrogin. but the same situation is faced by several other shires in the
region. Wandering faced a drop in grants of around 13 per cent, and estimates that at the end
of the tee year phasing in period the revenue will have dropped by around $39 000. These
are small shires and $39 000 is a large percentage of their revenue. Williams Shire had a
drop of 12.7 per cent; Kojonup, a drop of 8.4 per cent; Woodanilling a drop of 12.7 per cent,
and has had to raise its rates by seven per cent simply to cover the grant loss; and West
Arthur Shire has lost $23 000. or 15.3 per cent, and is looking at a drop of Mround $45 000 at
the end of the phasing in period. For the Shire of West Arthur that represents a drop over
three years of very nearly $ 100 000 which will have to be made up from somewhere.

Where does the Government think that local grovernments such as the Shire of West Ar-thur
will get that money? How will the shires survive? How can they continue to offer the level
of service to their ratepayers comparable to that enjoyed by people in the metropolitan area?
One of the bases on which this new distribution was brought in was to establish equity
between councils. Somebody will have to tell me how the Shire of West Arthur is being
treated equitably. One only has to look at what the shire has - and this is probably a pretty
good example. It has no swirreing pool. It has a grass oval which it is battling to keep alive
because the water supply is basely adequate - last year the water supply was inadequate and
the oval was dry;, and it is battling with salt levels in the water supply on the grassed oval.

Let us look further at the Shire of Darkan and the sorts of things it has in comparison with
metropolitan shire councils. Look at what the residents of Darkan face in comparison with
the residents of any metropolitan suburb. They have the problems I have already mentioned.
Those residents are nearly an hour's drive from the nearest major shopping centre in
Narrogin, Wagin or Collie. They have no resident doctor or dentist. What will these reduced
grants do to communities such as that? Do we want to close them completely and drive these
people to nearby regional towns, out to the coast, or up to the metropolitan area. Does this
Government realise what the effects of a decision such as the allocation of funds means to
small shire councils? Does the Government realise what the results of those allocations will
mean to the survival of these shires? It is a matter of real urgency that this Government
reassess the way in which the Grants Commission's formula is used to allocate grant moneys
to rural councils. Perhaps the solution would be to have a formula of allocating funds which
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will ensure that the smaller councils which do not have a broad revenue base or other
financial resources will be able to survive.
Mr Thomas: What is the Country Shire Councils Association's attitude to the Gramts
Commission's formula?
Mr WIESE: Let us come back to the area that is basically affected and I refer to the central
ward of the Country Shire Councils Association. Its attitude is that the formula is absolutely
inadequate and is causing major problems throughout the agricultural areas. Its attitude is
that the formula is flawed and proof of that was clearly evident when the Grants Commission
or the Government, or both, was forced to reassess one of the major bases on which it made
the allocations to councils. As a result, the Grants Commission was forced to change its
formula by using the net productivity and not the gross productivity of' councils in an
endeavour to even out the inequalities in the allocation of grant funds. The general attitude of
most councils in rural areas is that there were inequalities in the formula based on gross
values and it did not work, and the new formula, based on net values, is still not working.
It is time this Government and the Grants Commission came up with a formula chat will solve
the real problems associated with the allocation of grant funds to rural councils.
Mr Thomas: They have to convince their own association. The Grants Commission has to
listen to one voice.
Mr WIESE: The member for Welshpool knows as well as I do that is a fairy story.
I have put it to the Government before and I will do so again now: A commitment should
have been made that no council would receive a grant that was less than the grant it received
in the year prior to the implementation of the new formula used for allocating fuinds. At the
very least, it would have given those councils which suffered a major reduction in funding an
opportunity to cope with the situation with which they are confronted. The Government must
look at the method of allocating grant funds and come up with a formula that will not allow
councils to receive a lesser grant than they received prior to the implementation of the new
formula. It will not cause any pain to the system, but it will mean that the status which it is
hoped will be achieved in the next three years may take longer to be phased in. However,
major changes will not be forced on local government in rural areas by a lack of sufficient
funding from the Grants Commission.
The member for Katanning-Roc has already spoken briefly on the subject of agricultural
education. I endorse most of his remarks, but I wish to cover more deeply agricultural
education as it exists. I request the Government to give consideration to rapidly reassessing
the future of agricultural education.
All members are awa-re that there has been a dramatic change throughout the education
'system in the last few years. I do not intend to become involved in a debate about the general
changes, but one aspect of the present system disturbs me. I refer to the present marking
system in relation to the TEE and the effect it is having on year 11I and year 12 students.
Those students are working towards achieving a TEE mark which will be used as the sole
criterion to determine whether they will gain entry into a tertiary institution.

The current situation is that many students will not make a commitment about their future
because they do not want to be disappointed if they do not achieve a TEE mark which is high
enough to allow them entry to a tertiary institution to undertake a course of their choosing.
As a result a large number of school leavers will have no idea of what their education future
or vocation will be until they receive their results in mid January. Between mid January and
mid February they have to make decisions, under pressure, about what course they will take
if they go on to tertiary education. Many of those students will take courses that are not of
their choosing and, as a result, will drop out of the tertiary system. Those who attend tertiary
institutions often go into unrelated occupations and their education is wasted. Of course,
some do not attend a tertiary institution because they cannot get into a course which will lead
them to a vocation of their choosing.

In short, the existing system relies solely on the TEE mark and it puts students under
enormous mental pressure. It is not the best way to assess students to determine their
suitability to undertake a tertiary course in a vocation of their choosing. I am told that in
other education systems in Australia other forms of vocational assessment are incorporated to
ensure that children finish up in a vocation to which they are best suited. This Government
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should seriously look at incorporating something along those lines in the existing education
system in order that we can better assess the suitability of year 12 students to ensure they
finish up in a course which is suited to their abilities and desire.
I really want to comment on agricultural education. As members are aware, there have been
numerous inquiries into agricultural education over the years and I go back to the McDowell
report of 1981. There were probably reports before that, but I am not aware of them.
Recently we have had a rash of reports. The first was from a commuittee set up by the
Legislative Council which was looking into agricultural education. The chairman of that
commuittee was Hon Colin Bell. Of course, the second major inquiry is covered in the report
put to the Ministry of Education from the Agricultural Education and Training in Western
Australia Committee, chaired by Irwin Banrett-Lennard. I am sure all those bodies involved
in providing agricultural education are now trying to digest the mass of information that has
been presented to them and to sort out from the numerous recommendations in those various
reports the course down which agricultural education will go in the coming years. I am sure
that the great number of reports made and the great number of recomumendations contained in
those reports are a reflection of the complexity of the subject, and the difficulty with which
the cormuunity is faced when trying to find a solution to the problem of agricultural
education. I believe the basic problem is the many and varied range of agricultural pursuits
and the wide range of skills needed by those involved in agriculture. In addition, a wide
range of skills is needed by another broad section of agriculture; that is, those servicing the
agricultural industry. Those involved directly in the production side of agriculture can be
dealing with products which range from wheat, sheep, dairy and beef cattle, pigs. goats, bees
and, lately, even rabbits. That illustrates the wide range of agricultural pursuits that
agricultural education is crying to service. Those involved on the servicing side of
agricultural education are likewise in an extremely varied range of activities; they range from
providing education for completely unskilled labour for agriculture - such as the person who
gathers eggs in poultry establishments - right through to the people who require a PhD in
agricultural science, veterinary medicine, and even engineering. All of these make a major
contribution to and are vitally involved in the agricultural industry. It is a very complex
subject.
However, agriculture is one of our major income earning industries and we must endeavour
to resolve the problem of its educational requirements as a matter of some urgency. The
Barrett-Lennard committee has very effectively highlighted many of the basic problems and
has put forward many recommendations aimed at addressing the problems brought to the
surface by that and other inquiries. Some of the problems identified range from those
talented farm children who are actively encouraged to seek careers outside agriculture, while
the industry has a very low participation of people with suitable tertiary qualifications, to an
industry which desperately needs people who are jAble to adapt to a rapidly changing
scientific, technical, and managerial scene. On the one hand these talented people are being
encouraged out of the industry and, on the other hand, there is a growing need for people of
just that calibre to go into the industry. The Bell committee, as did the Barrett-Lennard
committee, identified that the industry needs something like 600 new participants each year.
Yet, our specialist agricultural schools are training a little over 200 graduates who will come
back into the agricultural industry on the farms. There is a vast gap between those entering
the industry and our ability to provide those entering the industry with an education. Very
many people who are going onto farms, either through purchase or by inheriting a family
farm, have no formal education whatsoever in the industry they are entering. For some time
no educational structure has been in place which will enable them to take on formal training
while actively involved in running and managing the farms they have purchased or inherited.
The industry comes within the ambit of three State Governent Ministers: The Minister for
Education, the Minister for Agriculture, and the Minister for Employment and Training, but
there is no forrnalised liaison between the departments under those Ministers to provide for
the educational needs of the agricultural industry. Six or seven secondary schools in this
State are providing specialist agricultural education at a secondary level, but none of those
schools is providing a course which will enable its graduates to proceed to a tertiary level of
education if they so desire. There are a large number of practising farmers in the field who
are crying out for suitable courses to upgrade their skills and knowledge, but our educational
system does not seem able to provide suitable courses in suitable venues at suitable times.
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The industry is a major employer of labour and yet our education system seems unable to
provide suitable skills and training for the many young people who could be and should be
trained to enter the agricultural industry. There is a vast untapped reservoir of knowledge in
the community: knowledge, skill and all those things we need in the agricultural industry are
available right now in our stock firms, fertiliser and chemical organisationis. financial
institutions and Government departments. However, we seem to be unable to incorporate
that knowledge and skill into the education of the people who are involved directly in the
agricultural industry. The Department of Agriculture has been identified by the Barrett-
Lennard committee as perhaps the largest source of informal agricultural education in the
commnunity. It is the largest employer of graduates in agriculture from our tertiary education
establishments. It carries out most of the research work into the problems facing the
agricultural industry in this State. and yet it has only a minimal involvement in providing
agricultural education to our school leavers and practical farmers.
It can be seen that the agricultural education field is faced with a large number of problems
which need to be add-ressed. The majority of those problems have now been identified by the
various inquiries which have taken place in the last two or three years: therefore, we know
what problems we are facing. The solutions to the problems faced by agriculntural education
in this State can be found in the reports which have been handed down. We now need the
Government. those involved in practical agricultural pursuits. and the community as a whole
to get together to assess the recommendations in those reports. and try to come up with a
format for agricultural education that will serve the agricultural industry for the next exciting
10 to 20 years. I strongly urge this Governent to take the necessary steps to ensure that that
liaison occurs and that action is put in train as quickly as it possibly can.
I thank the House for its attention to my remarks. I hope the Government will take on board
very seriously my remarks about agricultural education, which is an extremely important
field that needs to be addressed. and also about the funding of local government in rural areas
because, if the Government does not take positive steps to change the method of funding for
some of the smaller local government councils in rural areas. problems will arise which will
get worse in the next two years. I hope the people of Western Australia will take on board
My Trmarks about this Governiment's dishonesty in the story it is putting over to them about
how it is maintaining its charges at a low level, because the facts I have been putting before
the people are that in two years the Government's rake has risen by $760 il-lion. This is an
enormous increase. The Goverrunent claims that it has been holding at a static level the
charaes to the community and the business world, and I do not believe it has been honest
with the people of Western Australia in the way it has tried to portray the Budget to them.
MIR NIARLBOROLCH (Cockbumn) [4.32 pm]: I will take this opportunity to address
myself to Cockburn, the seat that 1 presently hold as member. and to talk about the initiatives
that have been taken by the State Government in the last two years and those in the present
Budget. which I believe will turn around the seat of Cockburn and make it one of the most
exciting areas not only in Western Australia but also in Australia. I think members on both
sides of the House would agree that we have seen dramatic improvements in the ship building
idustry in the Woodman Point area. and this area will continue to grow and bringr new job

opportunities and exciting new technologies to the State. A ship lifting facility is being
constructed, and the State Government is committed to spending millions of dollars on that
facility to make sure that the future of the ship building and repair industry will remain in
Western Australia. The significance of that contribution cannot be underestimated when we
consider that at a Federal level the issue of two ocean defence has been on the agenda. one
way or another, since 1928. The more we see the benefits that will come to this State from
such a decision, the more we understand why the Eastern States politicians at a Federal level
have continually argued against moving the Navy to the west coast, because there is no doubt
that the move will create industrial opportunities, new technology, and jobs, and will bring
more finance to the State. The decision to place the Navy on the west coast will play an
important role in the economy of the region.
We have in addition to the ship building industry the area of the old quarantine station at
Woodman Point. During the last 12 months I have been fortunate to chair a committee made
up of community representatives, and to present a report to the Government. The
Government has seen fit to act on that report and has allocated SI million in the Budget for
the future development of that major recreational area, which I believe will become the most
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significant recreational area within the metropolitan area, after King's Park, It is the start of a
whole new way of life in that region. The decision to extend the freeway is extremely
important because the whole area south of the river between South Street - where the present
freeway ends - and Kwinana is about to see the sort of development that has taken place in
the northern suburbs over the last eight to 10 years. That development will take place rapidly
because the State Government has decided to bring forward the extension of the freeway by
some 17 years. We will see by 1992-94 the freeway constructed all the way to Thomas Street
in Kwinana. We are seeing already the benefits of that from the sorts of land acquisitions that
are taking place along that route. The Government must realise that things wil move rapidly
and that the demand for housing blocks will continue to grow. We are seeing the
Government taking major steps to ensure that land is available, particularly in Kwinana,
where we are still able to provide some of the finest and cheapest building blocks in the State.-
We have just had a major land release in the subdivision of Parmelia, where one fifth of an
acre blocks for low income families are selling for $15 000. We saw for the fi-rst time in the
history of Kwinana the Winthrop type situation in a miniature form, where people camped
out all weekend to make sure they obtained the block of their choice. That was previously
unheard of in Kwinana, but it happened only four weeks ago. About 40 blocks were signed
for before the official opening time of 9.00 am.

The Coogee area is attracting a lot of publicity. The Government is on the right track in
determining the future of Coogee, and although some of the local residents are rightly
concerned about what is there at present and what may be there in the future I believe that the
Government can provide for the needs and wants of the people, understanding that industry is
and will remain there and will need to be upgraded, creating new technologies and job
opportunities, and leading to the advancement of that part of the region. I hope we will see
cooperation between local government and the State Government to make that come to
fruition quickly, because it is important for this part of the State. It is not in anyone's
interests to see those industries continuing to dispose of their effluent into the ocean. Those
days are behind us, and that ought to be recognised by all sides. However, the answer is not
to close down or move these industries elsewhere, thereby reducing job opportunities for
people within the region, but to provide new technologies. The answer is for people to have
the confidence to invest in those industries. Industries need the support of the State
Government and local authorities, and while they continue to attack industry in the area it
will be difficult to get industry to have confidence. [ suggest that the present climate is not
assisting industry to make up its mind to stay in the area. I have talked to some of the
industry leadens and, on many occasions, to the local government representatives, and I hope
that industry is ready to reinvest.

I was fortunate recently to be able to lead a trip overseas. I must say that the member for
Neclands played a very good role -

Mr Court: Hear, hear!

Mr MARLBOROUGH: I heard his statement. He apparently had his nose out of joint this
morning. He thought the Premier may have besmirched his name and reputation when he
mentioned two members of the Opposition who were being naughty while they were overseas
by talking against the best interests of the State. I assured the member for Nedlands, when he
asked me yesterday whether he may have been one of the people involved, that the Premier
had not even raised the matter with me. His reputation has preceded him.

Mr Lewis: You didn't dob him in, then?

Mr MARLBOROUGH: No, but neither did the Premier ask the question, so I am sure he was
not one of the members the Premier was concemned about.

Mr Court: If you support me, I will support you.

Mir MARLBOROUGH: That is right.

Mr Cash: Who was carrying the water bottle?

Mr MARLBOROUGH: The member for Mt Lawley is very good at that sort of sniping
remark. About six months ago when he was running around Rockingham and Kwinana
trying to stir up the world about law and order, now and then I popped into the Kwinana
Hotel - I am not a great drinker, as members know. The boys at the bar there grabbed me one
day and said -
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Mr Court: "Hey, Norm!'"

Mr MARLBOROUGH: Yes, they did. They said, 'Hey, Norm, who is this member for Mt
Lawley? Who is this ball and chain?" I asked who they were talking about and they said,
"The ball and chain." I asked them why they were calling the member for Mt Lawley the ball
and chain and whether it meant law and order. They said, "No, it is because he is a dead
weight and is always hanging around. We cannot get rid of him." The member for Mt
Lawley goes all over the State trying to build up his reputation. They picked him straight
away.

Getting back to the Coogee area, it is important for the House to note that while in the United
Kingdom we had the opportunity to meet representatives of the Standard Tobacco company.
Only three years ago that company entered into the wool industry; it is now one of the three
largest owners and employers within that industry and presently owns the Humes industry on
Leach Highway. Those representatives advised me at that meeting that they had been ready
18 months before to invest some millions of dollars in a new factory ini the Coogee region
and to create many new jobs with its updated technology, but had been thwarted from doing
so by the attitude of the local council.

What is the possibility of that investment now? The Standard Tobacco company advised us
at the meeting we attended in London that during the last 18 months it had reviewed its
investments in that sector of the wool industry in Western Australia and was seriously
considering getting out of that sector of the industry. It will continue to buy woo] in Western
Australia but will cant it to the Eastern Stares for scouring. Some people in the Cockburn
region, especially some in the Cockburn City Council, may be quite satisfied with that but 1
doubt whether anybody on the Opposition benches, whether from the Liberal Party or the
National Party, would agree that that is the sort of thing we want to happen. Nor only will we
lose an existing industry, but also the possibility of a new industry is disappearing altogether,
along with the many jobs it would have created.

Mr Thomas: I wonder what the attitude of the National Party would be to that.

Mr MARLBOROUGH: I hope the National Party would be of our view: that is, that we
should do whatever is necessary to keep industry, especially newly developing industry, in
this State. However, if we are talking about a person who one day hopes to represent the
National Party in this House, perhaps the view of the Mayor of Cockburn is different. I hope
members of this House do not share his view.

It is very important that the State Government and local governments work closely together.
The Kwinana area of my electorate has an entirely different method of operation from that of
Cockburn. The Kwinana Town Council does not kowtow to the State Goverrnent and has
to make very tough decisions about the types of industry being proposed for Kwinana, but it
does so in such a way that the State Government feels confident in dealing with tfie council. I
suggest that is what is lacking in the State Government's dealings with the Cockburn City
Council - the Government lacks confidence in the council's decision making process and that
has affected not only the Government but also investment by industry in that part of the
electorate.

I want to comment on the important part the media have to play in the presentation of news,
and on the accuracy of their statements. I will come to that shortly. When I became the
member for Cockbumn two years ago I was very concerned about two aspects relating to the
Kwinana area of my electorate. The first was the attitude that existed in the community itself:
that is, the people saw themselves as not being very well thought of anywhere and they did
not think too highly of Kwinana as a town either. Secondly, I was concerned that my
colleagues on this side of the House did not view the Kwinana region as being any different
from what it had always been - that is, an industrial area - and they were not looking at
Kwinana as a town housing some 15 000 to 16 000 people. 1 voiced that concern to my
colleagues on this side of the H-ouse, and since they have understood the need to Concentrate
on Kwinana's identity we have seen a magnificent turnaround in the attitude to Kwinana in
the last two years. We have seen a $20 million investment in the middle of Kwinana in the
form of a new shopping Centre. That sort of investment had not taken place in the town since
its inception in 1954 as the town was built around the industrial growth of the area at that
time.
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The decision to extend the freeway has had an immediate and growing impact on the
confidence of Kwinana residents and the position of the town in relation to the metropolitan
area. There is a recognition now, which is demonstrated in all sorts of ways, that Kwinana is
growing in importance. For instance, most of the major building companies now want to buy
land in the area and establish show homes there. Presently some 20 show homes are being
built in the middle of the Kwinana township. Land sales have more than doubled in the last
12 months due to growing confidence in the area, and [ would recommend to any new home
purchaser or anybody who wants to live in a nice place that they seriously consider that
region.

Mr Bradshaw: Is that why you Live in Fremantle?

Mr MARLBOROUGH: I live in Fremantle because I am honest enough to say that I like it
there. I was lucky in that I bought a house there for $10 000 in 1975 when nobody wanted to
live there. It is a nice place to live, it is a ten minute drive from my electorate, and I think I
demonstrate that I keep very closely in touch with my electorate without living in it. I did
buy a block of land in my electorate about 18 months ago, but now I find that with the change
of boundaries it is no longer in my electorate. I would recomnmend to anybody that they live
in Kwinana. It is a great community and the people are willing to work to continue to
enhance the reputation of the town.

That brings me to the role of the media. Having been for many years a trade union official, I
have always been one of those people who have had a good run with the media. I have never
been a person to complain too much if things are written about me which I do not particularly
l ike.

Mr Lewis: It is all true.

Mr MARLBOROUGH: It may be. But I have a swings and roundabout attitude on that.
When the reputation of a community is involved the media needs to consider the impact it
can make on the thinking of people who live not only within a community, but also outside a
comrmunity. The town of Kwinana has not been given a fair go but I will qualify that by
saying that the printed media has been fairer in its assessment of happenings in Kwinana
compared with statements at certain levels of the electronic media. I point to Howard Sattler
of radio station 6PR in this regard. I have listened to some of what he has had to say in the
last six months in respect of Kwinana. In trying to rectify the wrongs he has put over the air
he has been invited down to Kwinana on numerous occasions, through the city manager of
Kwinana. to visit us so that we can show him around the town. On each occasion he has
declined that invitation and then taken the opportunity to condemn Kwinana. He may believe
he gains headlines or ratings in doing that. I am not sure what his ratings are but I can
remember when no-one listened to him other than on a Monday morning when the Premier
was on the air. That is probably his form at the present time.

I repeat that the media needs to consider its role and its criticism of Kwinana because it
reflects on everyone in the town. The residents of Kwinana do not deserve that sort of
uneducated, undisciplined, poorly researched, headline grabbing statements which Howard
Sattler continues to make about the region. When we reflect on Kwinana's industries, we
also reflect on Kwinana town which is built around those industries. The people know how
closely they are linked to the industries so I ask the media to be sensitive to the residents'
needs. If the media wishes to attack me, I am fair game; if it wants to attack one of the large
industries down there that is also its right, but I ask the media to look closely at how incidents
are reported and how any report reflects on the town of Kwinana.
Regardless of that, Kwinana is booming with the implementation of the two-ocean decision.
The Navy is starting to look at Kwinana as a place to live for personnel from the Eastern
States. It has purchased the first 40 blocks of land and is presently pursuing the purchase of
another 50 blocks in the Kwinana region in the coming financial year.

Mnother major contribution taking place under the guidance of the Deputy Premier will be the
future arts and cultural centre in Kwinana. Various industries have made a magnificent
contribution towards this centre which will cost approximately $2.5 million. Companies such
as BP, Alcoa and CSBP have all been generous contributors to the centre. At the same time
we have received a major financial input from the Government and we can now envisage a
start on this important institution before the end of this year. This all adds to the
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initiatives and image that this Government is putting in place in Kwinana. The residents of
Kwinana know that we are thinking as much of them in our policy making decisions as we
think of industry.

Another area of development which will be part of my electorate after the next State election
is the new racing facility presently being built at LarkhilJ in the Speaker's electorate of
Rockingham. Although that is a training facility, as time goes by it will grow beyond that.
No doubt as a training facility it will be unsurpassed in the Southern Hemisphere and by the
end of the next season of growth we will see that track in full swing. The track will be
important for the region as some 900 thoroughbred horses are in training in that area at the
moment. The battlers in the industry can no longer afford the land around Belmont Park and
Ascot. For the last 10 years or so they have been moving to that area using bush tracks and
then carting their horses up to the city for race trials. We understand the difficulties with that
in winter when the tracks are in very poor condition. A number of people had the foresight to
take the initiative. The member for Rockingham should take the credit for getting that
facility off the ground. It is seen by the Government as a very important venue for the racing
industry in the fuiture, for the training of race horses and the employment of people.
We have also witnessed the regrowth of the industrial strip in Kwinana. The reality is that
Kwinana as an industrial strip has been in mothballs for many years. When BLIP closed
down a portion of its plant and 700-800 people were put out of work with the decline in
industry, the decline of Kwinana town followed. We have now come out of that slump and
with the natural gas initiatives taken by the Deputy Premier that industry now has the
confidence and technology in place to create growth. That will not only be a major benefit to
Kwinana and Cockburn but also a significant benefit to the State as a whole. The export
dollars. job opportunities. and investments will be of great importance and significance to
Western Australia.
In the last two years we have seen a dramatic turnaround in the fortunes of the Kwinana
region. I say that without credit for myself but as recognition by industry and by the
Government that the opportunities existed and needed to be taken. Those opportunities have
been taken and will put that part of the State on the map in a very significant way. The
region will continue to grow and continue to be an exciting place for me to represent as a
member of Parliament, a place in which people can live and which will provide future job
opportunities for the people of this State
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Schell.

BILLS (2) - RETURNED
1. Acts Amendment (Swan River Trust) Bill

Bill returned from the Council without amendment.

2. Swan River Trust Bill
Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

[Questions taken.j

House adjourned ar 5.30 pm.
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QUESTIONS ON N(,TICE

ELWCTRZCITY INDUSTRY -STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Landholders -Twelve Mile Area

969. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) Are landholders in the Twelve Mile horticultural area east of Broome being

offered connection to the SEC?
(2) What is the estimated charge for each connection?

(3) Are landholders being offered a choice of payment to the SEC for connection
under conditions similar to those which apply to all of the State?

(4) If not, why not?
Mr PARKER replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) The estimated total cost for the scheme at 28 March 1988 was $302 437. The
cost per customer will depend upon the number of scheme participants.

(3) No.
(4) The uniform tariff throughout the State means revenue from electricity sales in

diesel based systems seldom covers even the fuel cost component of
generation, leaving nothing to contribute to capital and maintenance costs.
Examples are Broome, Derby, Kununurra, and Carnarvon. There are many
others. For this reason all electricity extensions in such a-reas are uneconomic
and do not generate any return on assets employed.
SECWA has always Levied head works charges in such areas. New customers
are asked to pay a non refundable capita] contribution towards the actual cost
of extending power mains to them. This is done on the grounds that such
power connections will enjoy the heavily subsidised benefits of the uniform
tariff. To offer free connections would increase subsidies beyond reasonable
bounds.

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT - NATURAL GAS
Ethane Su ppliers

1116. Mr COURT to the Deputy Premier:

(I) Which company will provide the ethane for the new petrochemical project at
Kwinana?

12) When propane, butane and ethane are removed from the natural gas supplied
from the North West Shelf project, what product remains?

(3) Is it returned through the natural gas pipeline for sale to traditional natural gas
consumers?

(4) Does the petrochemical project actually involve the substantial use of
additional natural gas or does it use a component of natural gas and the
balance can be used elsewhere?

Mr PARKER replied:

(I) SECWA will supply ethane to the project. It will be produced from North
West Shelf gas by Wesfarmers for SECWA.

(2) Predominantly methane.

(3) Yes.
(4) The petrochemical project will increase the total consumption of North West

Shelf gas by some 30 TJ/d.
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POLICE
Injured on Duty - Workers' Compensation Insurance

1143. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

Are police officers who are injured, either temporarily or permanently, while
on duty, covered by workers' compensation insurance?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

Rather than direct workers' compensation, police officers are entitled to 168
days continuous sick leave and, if considered necessary, this can be and is
extended by ministerial approval. Police officers who are members of the
State Superannuation Fund, if permanently unfit for duty, may appear before a
medical board for consideration of retirement on medical grounds.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION - COMPLAINTS AGAINST
PUBLIC ADMIM STRATION

Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Ivestigations

1144. Mr COWAN to the Premier:

In each of the last five years, how many complaints against the Public Service
Board Commnission have been investigated by the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administrative Investigations?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied;

Complaints processed and satisfactorily resolved since 30 June 1982 are as
follows-

30llunte 1982 -30OJune 1983-2
3O June 1983 -30OJune 1984-5
30OJune 1984 -30OJune 1985- 5
30 June 1985 - 30 June 1986- 6
30 June 1986 - 30 June 1987- 4
30 June 1987 - 30 June 1988 -6

LAND RESUMPTION - KEMERTON

1159. Mr1 BRADSI-IAW to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Is the Government to purchase more land at Kemerton?

(2) If so, what land is planned to be purchased?

Mr PARKER replied: -

(1) Yes.

(2) Sufficient land to establish a road/rail access corridor from South West
Highway. The Government is also prepared to purchase a limited area of land
on the periphery of the existing Kemerton estate, in order to extend the buffer
zone, on a voluntary acquisition basis.

WHEAT
'Wheat; Australia's Hidden Mineral Export" - Journal Article Evaluation

1160. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) With respect to an article "Wheat; Australia's Hidden Mineral Export' which
appeared in the Journal of Australian Institute of Agricultural Service 1983,
have officers of the Department of Agriculture reviewed the article?

(2) If yes, what were the findings?

(3) If no, will he ar-range an immediate evaluation of the article and report to
Parliament?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes.

A63751- 13
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(2)-(3)
The article does not present any new ideas. The authors have taken a concept
as old as scientific agriculture - that soil, nutrients are removed in agricultural
produce and that nutrient deficiencies can be corrected by artificial fertilisers -
and applied it to the 1976 Australian wheat crop. The economic arguments
then based on these calculations are questionable and the suggested
recommendations are not realistic. Nevertheless, the removal of soil nutrients
over the longer term is a major issue for agriculture, and the maintenance of
chemical fertility will become relatively more expensive in the future.
Research is directed at detecting and managing nutrient deficiencies and in
attempting to predict their likely development.

PULP MILLS
South West

1161. Mr STEPHENS to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) What sites are currently being considered for the proposed pulp mill in the
south west?

(2) At what stage are the feasibility studies for the proposed pulp mill?

(3) How many tonnes of hardwood chips would be required by the proposed pulp
mill?

(4) What species of trees would be used by the proposed pulp mill?

(5) How many tonnes of woodchips of -

(a) karri:

(b) marri: and

(c) Tasmanian blue gumn

respectively are required to produce one tonne of pulp?

(6) What local and overseas companies are currently involved in negotiations
.regarding the proposed pulp milk in Western Australia?

(7) When is it expected that consruction of the pulp mill could commence if
current studies indicate support for the proposed mill?

(8) If the proposed pulp mill were to go ahead, would this require the extraction of
more tonnes of wood from public native forests than is currently being taken
from State forests?

(9) If the proposed pulp mill were to go ahead, would woodchips continue to be
exported from Western Australia?

(10) What steps are being taken by the Government to investigate the
environmental and social impacts of a pulp mill in the south west?

(11) What areas of Tasmanian blue gum plantations are planned to be established
by The Department of Conservation and Land Management in the 1989
calendar year?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Sites in the region of Manjimup. Bunbury and Collie are being considered.

(2) The studies are due to be completed in early 1989.

(3) 1 am not prepared to speculate on this until the feasibility study is completed.

(4) Marri, karri and Tasmanian bluegum.

(5) This w ill depend on the pulping method dec ided upon in the fe as ibil ity study.

(6) WA Chip and Pulp Company is the proponent of the study. However,
commercial confidentiality precludes naming any ocher company.

(7) In the latter half of 1989.

(8) This will depend on the size of the mill the feasibility study recommends.
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(9) As bluegum plantations come arn streamn it is expected a surplus of chips will
be available for export.

(10) This will be undertaken by the proponents in a formal ERMP.
(11) No area has been formally set as yet. However, it is expected that the 2 000 ha

planted in 1988 will be at least matched in area planted.

INVENTONS - A.L.M. INDUSTRIES AUSTRALIA LTD
Patented Ironing Machine

1163. Mr HASSELL to the Deputy Premier:

(I) Is the Government's technology bureaucracy aware of the patented ironing
machine invention in the possession of A.1.M. Industries Australia Limited
and its subsidiaries?

(2) Is it fur-ther aware that the company is having some difficulties, its shares to
some extent under the control of the Rural and Industries Bank as
administrator of Teachers Credit?

(3) Is there concern that the technology invention, if successful, may be lost to
this State?

(4) If the matter is not under consideration, will he consider a review?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The details of the company's shareholding position is a matter of
confidentiality between the R & I Bank and its client.

(3) The market response to the so-called technology has not justified the very
substantial degree of financial assistance sought by the company for a local
assembly plant. I am far from convinced that this is the sort of thing the
Government should devote any attention to at all.

(4) No.

SPACE DEBRIS - STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
Western Australia

1187. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Who apprises the State Emergency Services of the possible return to earth of
space debris, some of which may be radioactive?

(2) Have there been any recorded findings of space debris in Western Australia in
the past three years, and if so will he provide broad details of the findings?

(3) Does the likelihood of space debris landing in Western Australia present a
hazard to the community?

(4) Does the Western Australian Government liaise with the Australian
Government and/or other agencies to ensure that Western Australia is not used
as a dumping ground for space debris?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The Department of Defence through the Director General of the Natural
Disasters Organisation, Canberra.

(2) The State Emergency Service has no recorded findings of space debris in
Western Australia in die past three years.

(3) As far as can be determined there has not been a single space debris re-entry
which has impacted on a community. The debris, in known cases of re-entry,
other than Skylab, all comprised minute pieces which presented little if any
hazard at all.

(4) There is no evidence to suggest that Western Australia is being considered for
use as a dumping ground for space debris. The Western Australian
Government does liaise with the Australian Government on matters of this
kind.
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JOONDALIJP GOLF COURSE
1204. Mr CASH to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Has the Joondalup Golf Course been offered for sale in Australia or overseas
and, if so, will he provide details?

(2) Is it the intention of the Government or the Joondalup Development
Corporation to dispose of the Joondalup Golf Course and, if so, will he
provide details of any conditions which may attach to its possible disposal?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The Joondalup Development Corporation has been seeking. through
appropriate agencies, the availability of a suitable joint venture partner to build

resort hotel, as an integral part of the golf course development. Interest has
been sought both in Australia and overseas.

(2) There is no intention, now or in the future, by either Government or the
Joondalup Development Corporation to sell the golf course. The commitment
given of access rights to the golf course for land holders on the estate and the
public will therefore continue to be honoured.

ROAD ACCIDENTS - POLICE VEHICLES
Manpower - Karratha Police Station

1206. Mr CASH to (he Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

In view of the Government's attempts to reduce the road toll by the maximum
use of marked police vehicles on general patrol and traffic duties, can he
advise if theme are sufficient police officers attached to the Karratha Police
Station to enable all traffic vehicles to be utilised on weekends?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

Traffic patrol requirements are based on the town/district needs. This
sometimes results in a greater emphasis being placed on weekdays. Industrial
agreements require that two men are to be in a vehicle after dark, therefore full
utilisation of traffic vehicles at Karratha on weekends is not always possible.
However, the Government's commitment to provide additional personnel will
enable a more complete utijisation of traffic vehicles at Karratha. and other
centres.

POLICE STATIONS - MAYLANDS POLICE STATION
Business Hours.

1207. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) What are the current hours the Maylands Police Station is open to the public
for the transaction of business?

(2) Is it considered these business hours provide an adequate service to the
public?

(3) What arrangements are currently available for the public who wish to transact
business or report offences outside the current business hours of the police
station?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The May lands Police Station is open to the public for the transaction of
business between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm Monday to Friday.

(2) Yes.

(3) When the station is unattended during business hours, a clearly visible sign is
posted advising members of the public who attend personally to contact Police
Headquarters on 222 1111. If a telephone call is received and the station is
unattended, the diverrer system automatically transfers the call to Central
Police Station which is manned on a 24 hour basis.
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STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE
Private Insurers - Fire Brigade Charges

1208. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Does the 5010 pay the same rate of fire brigade charges as is required by
private insurers?

(2) If not, why not and what is the difference in rates?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

FIRE BRIGADE
Tripartite Funding - Estimates

1209. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
In regard to the current tripartite funding system for Fire Brigade Services,
what percentage and amount was raised by -

(a) insurance companies;

(b) State government; and

(c) local government

during 1987-88 and what are the estimated amounts for 1988-89?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Percentages -

Permanently Manned Volunteer Only
Fire Districts Manned Fire

Districts
(a) Insurance companies 75%
(b) Local authorities 12.5%
(c) State Government 12.5% 100%

(2) Amounts raised -

1987-88 1988-89 Estimates
(a) $26 785 819 $28732000
(b) $ 7534 210 $9435000
(c) $ 4464 303 $4790000

FIRE BRIGADE
Levies - Insurance Companies

1210. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) What was the amount collected during 1987-88 in regard to fue brigade levies

by insurance companies?
(2) What is the rate of the levy?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

Not known. The charge made by insurance companies to fund fire brigade
levies is a matter which the insurance industry decides.

FRAUD SQUAD - TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Criminal Investigations

1211. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) When did the Fraud Squad complete its initial investigations into the Teachers

Credit Society?
(2) Did these investigations indicate the Teachers Credit Society may require

further action by the Fraud Squad?
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(3) Will he ensure that the Fraud Squad is not impeded in carrying out further
investigations into the Teachers Credit Society to determine if criminal
charges should be laid against persons involved?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

1 amn advised by the Commidssioner of Police that the Fraud Squad commenced
its initial investigations into the Teachers Credit Society on Monday, 12
September 1988 and because the investigation has just commnenced it is
impossible to indicate what further inquiry or action may be required by the
Fraud Squad. At the request of the Crown Law Department, the Fraud Squad
commenced investigations into the financial affairs of the Teachers Credit
Society and, in accordance with the legal autonomy of the police, appropriate
action will be taken on any evidence which is available.

POLICE
Low Morale

1213. Mr CASH to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) [Has the Police Force completed its much heralded report into low morale in
the Police Force?

(2) Will the report be made public and, if not, why not?

(3) Does it confurm the findings of a recent report commissioned by the Western
Australian Police Union and conducted by independent academics which
identified ministerial interference and insufficient manpower as two of a
number of factors which had contributed to low morale in the Western
Australian Police Force?!

(4) If not, what factors does it attribute to the current low morale in the Police
Force'?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) The analysis of the personnel practices review survey recently carried out by
the Police Department has not been completed: however, it is expected that it
will be completed within the next few weeks.

(2) Consideration will be given to public release of the report upon its completion.

(3) Refer to (1).
(4) Not applicable.

ROAD ACCIDENTS
Hayv Street - Kwinania Freeway Intersection

1220. Mir COWAN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) How many traffic accidents have there been at or near the intersection of Hay
Street and the FKwinana Freeway off-ramp in the last six weeks?

(2) What were the causes of each of these accidents?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-12)
Due to tinme frame involved, statistics have not yet been collated at the Main
Roads Department. Police Department records indicate no reported accidents
at this location over the last six weeks.

ESTIMATES - CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT,
DEPARTMENT OF

"Maintenance Services" Personnel - 1988-89

1221. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) In the Estimates of Expenditure of this year's Budget for the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, where are the 520 "maintenance
services" employees employed?
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(2) As there was no similar item in last year's Budget, where were these
employees shown last year?

(3) How many were employed in the same category last year?
(4) Why was an explanatory note not included in the Budget for such a major

change, when an explanation was included far a change involving 21
herbarium staff?.

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) Throughout the State. The figure represents the majority of the wages

employees employed in the department.
(2) The number was not shown, but their wages were provided for under the

"Contingencies' section of CALM's budget.

(3) 529.
(4) They are not new employees and funds for their employment were provided in

last year's Budget. In the case of the Herbarium, this is an entirely new item
in CALM's 1988-89 budget.

ESTIMATES - CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND
"Less Recoups and Rebates" - 1988-89

1222. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) In the Estimates of Expenditure in this year's CRF Budget, will he provide
details of the estimate of $12 938 000 under the heading "Less Recoups and
Rebates"?

(2) Under what Budget item in the 1987-88 Budget was the actual amount for last
year of $13 360 991 estimated?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) The bulk of the figure $10 938 000 - represents the wages of the 520 wages
employees shown under the item "Maintenance Services". The balance -
$2 000 000 - is a recoup from capital funds.

(2) "Recoup-Capital Funds" and the various items appearing in the
"Contingencies" section of CALM's budget.

LAND - NATIONAL PARKS AND RESERVES
Western Australia - Classification

1223. Mr WAIT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
How many areas of land in Western Australia were classified as -

(a) national park;
(b) Class A reserve;

(c) Class B reserve; and
(d) Class C reserve

when this Government came into office and at the present time?

Mr HODGE replied:
The information with respect to nature reserves in 1983 is particularly onerous
to extract and would require a great deal of staff time which I ami not prepared
to require the department to re-allocate from work of a higher priority.
However, I can advise that at present there are 277 A class, 20 B class, and
907 C class reserves. With respect to national parks, in 1983 there were 51
and at present there are 57.
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CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT,
DEPARTMENT OF - RESERVES

B and C Class Review
1224. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

When is the review of B and C class reserves due for completion -

(a) at departmental level;

(b) at ministerial level; and

(c) at Government level?

Mr HODGE replied:
Itris hoped that this project will be completed by the end of this year.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT,
DEPARTMENT OF - RESERVES

B and C Class Review
1225. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Will the review of B and C class reserves now being undertaken by CALM be
available for public scrutiny and comment'

(21) If yes, when and for how long?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1)-(3)
The review is a technical assessment of the conservation value of existing
reserves. It is considered that CALM officers will have sufficient information
available to complete the assessment.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - RESERVES
B andC C/ass - CALM Services Review

1226. Mr WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Because many of the B and C class reserves now being investigated resulted
from recommendations from the Environmental Protection Authority and its
"Red Books" following years of investigation by its Conservation Through
Reserves Committee, will he submit the CALM review and recommendations
to the EPA?

(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr H-ODGE replied:

(1)-(3)
It is a technical assessment of the conservation value of existing reserves and
it is considered that CALM officers will have sufficient information available
to complete the assessment.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTrHORITY - RESERVES
Red Books - Reservation Reconzmendations

1227. Ms WATT to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Excluding System 6, how many areas were recommnended for reservation by
the EPA in its "Red Books'?

(2) How many of these recommendations have been accepted?
(3) How many of these recommendations have been carried out?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) There are approximately 320 recommendations in the "Red Books" which
relate to conservation reserves.
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(2) Government endorsed the recommendations for Systems I to 5 and 8 to 12,
and accepts the recommendations in the System 7 'Red Book' as a guide to
the establishment of conservation reserves in the Kimberley.

(3) 208.

1228. Mr

(1)

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
Comnmunir v Sport ing and Recreation Facilities Fund - 1988-89

WATT to the Minister representing the Minister for Spant and Recreation:
In regard to grants made from the commnunity sporting and recreation facilities
fund in the 1988-89 financial year, what was the total of grants made under -

(a) local government sponsored projects: and

(b) community groups

(i) the great southern region;
(ii) the south west region; and
(iii) the Geraidron mid west region?

(2) In respect of each category, what are the details of grants made to projects in
Albany, Bunbury and Geraldion?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) (a) (i) Great southern $65 000
(ii) south west $561 000
(iii) Geraldton mid west $48 250

(b) (0) great southern $31 950
(i i) south west $88 865
(iii) Geraldton mid west $33 960

(2) Albany -

(a) Le
Bunbury -

isure and Aquatic Centre

(a) Bunbuiy Surf Life Saving Club $170 000
(b) Hay Park Aquatic Centre

skateboard track 5 000
(c) Bunbury Cricket Association 1 930

Geraidron -

(a) Utakarra Ball Park clubrooms
and headquarters for softball
and tee ball $32 000

(b) LaFiamma Sporting Club -
changerooms, store,
kiosk and workout area 16 250

LAND ACQUISITION
Annexation - National Parks

DvIr HOUSE to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) With regard to the purchase of Quanlup Homestead, can he tell me how much

land - in hectares - has been purchased by CALM for annexation to existing
national park areas around the State in 1986, 1987 and 1988?

(2) The total cost of purchasing that land during the years 1986, 1987 and 1988,
and on the basis of dollars per hectare?

(3) The criteria used to determine the "value' of purchased land for annexation to
existing park areas?

$65 000

1230.
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Mr HODGE replied:

(1)-(2)
This information is no: readily available and I am not prepared to allocate staff
from work of a higher priority to collate it.

(3) CALM's experience when framing a conservation land purchase program has
been that the total cost of the properties available at any one timne always
exceeds the funds available. Priorities, therefore, have to be assigned to
properties to ensure that those with the highest conservation value are
purchased, within funding constraints. Factors taken into account include -

(a) the location of the land in relation to the existing park boundaries;

(b) the nature of its vegetation;

(c) the condition of its vegetation;

(d) whether it contains any special landscape or scenic features;
(e) whether its present use presents a risk to the park or is incompatible

with the purpose of the park; and
(f) the price being asked by the present owner.

PIPELINES - WATER SUPPLY
Mundaring to Kalgoorlie - Income

1231. My LIGHTFOOT to the Minister far Water Resources:
(1) What is the total gross revenue derived from the Mundaring to Kalgoorlie

pipeline?

(2) What is the annual maintenance cost of the pipeline in the years -

(a) 1985;

(b) 1986;
(c) 1987; and

(d) 1988 (half year)?
(3) What other revenue, if any, is derived indirectly or directly by the pipeline'?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Operating revenue from G3 & AWS scheme - that is, excluding capital items -

1985-86 $13 267 366
1986-87 $14 366 663
1987-88 $15 365 584

(2) Operating expenditure - maintenance - for G3 & AWS scheme - that is.
excluding interest, depreciation and certain labour on-costs: for example,
superannuation, Government levy -

1985-86 $15 575 926
1986-87 $ 16 088 921
1987-88 $18 640 251

(3) All operating revenue is included in (1) above.

ROAD CONSTRUCTON
Mount Claremont-St John's Wood

1232. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Did work commnence on a new road.in the Mt Claremont-St John *s Wood area
before the time for public submissions had closed?

(2) If so -
(a) what breach of statutory procedures took place;

(b) who was responsible for the breach; and

(c) what action is being taken by him in relation thereto?
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Mr PEARCE replied:

The State Planning Comnmission approved the first stage of LandCorp's Mt
Claremont subdivision in the City of Nedlands on 13 July 1988 - 74342. The
land is subject to amendment No 5 to the City of Nedlands town planning
scheme No 2 which rezones the land to permit residential development. The
advertising period of the amendment closed on Friday, 12 August 1988.
The commission's approval was subject to LandCorp's being notified that
diagrams of survey would not be endorsed until the prerequisite amendment
had been finalised. The commission was prepared to detennine the
subdivision in advance of the rezoning in order to expedite the planning
process but without pre-empting submissions and determination of the
rezoning.
The subdivision approval constitutes development approval for subdivisional
works. LandCorp commenced site works early in August prior to the
completion of the submission period on the amendment. Nevertheless,
LandCorp is not acting contrary to the subdivisional approval although any
earthworks may be rendered abortive if final approval to the amendment is not
subsequently granted or granted in a modified form. LandCorp has been
advised of the position in this regard.

Several submissions have been received on the amendment, mainly from
residents in Claremont, objecting to the Montgomery Drive link which
connects Davis Road to Stephenson Avenue.

At this stage the submissions and the council's determination on the
submission have not yet been received from the City of Nedlands. It is
understood, however, that at its meeting on 1 September 1988 the council
resolved to dismiss all the objections against Montgomery Drive and to adopt
the amendment for final approval.

LANDCORP
Status

1233. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

(1) What is the present status of LandCorp?
(2) Have the Urban Lands Council and Landbank been abolished?

(3) Is LandCorp a subsidiary of WADC?
(4) What are the functional responsibilities of LandCorp?

(5) Who is in charge of its operations?

(6) What land has been brought within its responsibilities from what areas of
Government control?

(7) Is LandCorp a separate corporation?

(8) Does LandCorp have a board of directors and, if so, who are they?

(9) Is LandCorp -

(a) carrying;

(b) to carry out

subdivisions of urban land?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) LandCorp is a division of Western Australian Development Corporation.
(2) No. Neither organisation existed as a legal entity.

(3) See (l).
(4) (i) To advise Government on management of its property assets and

assist in the management of these assets;
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(ii) to develop Government land for housing, commercial, rental and
tourism purposes; and

(iii) to manage the East Perth project.

(5) The Western Australian Development Corporation, which is answerable to the
Premier.

(6) (i) Land has been acquired in the following locations from the Rural and
Industries Bank of Western Australia, which held the land in trust for
Landbank -

Beldon
Morley
High Wycombe
South Lake
Jandakot
Beechboro
Yangebup
Gosnells
Clarkson
Kingsley

(ii) land has been acquired in the following locations from the Department
of Land Administration -

Duncraig
Greenwood
Subiaco
Swanboume

(iii) land at O'Connor has been acquired from Telecom.

(7) See (l).
(8) Yes -

Mr J.B. Horgan,.Chairman
Mr D.E. Hatt. Chief Execuxiv6
Mrs S. Macknay, Executive Officer
Mr M. Lewis
Ms C. Power
Mr 1. Johnston

(9) (a) Yes; and

(b,) yes.

NORTH FREMANTLE - BARGE FACILITIES

1234. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

(1) Is it correct that preliminary work for the new barge facilities at North
Fremantle commenced on 15 August?

(2) Is it also correct that die period for public submissions in relation to the
construction of those facilities did not expire until 23 August?

(3) If the answers to questions (1) and (2) are yes. what breach of requirements
and procedures may be alleged to have occurred?

(4) What action is he taking in relation thereto?

(5) Who commenced the work?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1)-(5)
The work done on the north mole at Fremantle beginning on 15 August was
not pant of the proposal assessed and reported to me by the Environmental
Protection Authority.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business-Industrial Watch Scheme - Charges

1236. Mr CREIG to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(I) Is he aware of the Western Australian Police Department promotional material
for the Business-Industrial Watch Scheme which states'*. the scheme could
cost you as little as $1.33 per night. "

(2) What is the range and average charge for existing schemes?

(3) What does the charge cover?
(4) To whom is the charge paid?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Police promote the concept of Industrial Watch; however, the service is

provided by arrangement between business participants and the private
security industry. The cost is determined by the number of
businesses/industfies which are involved in the scheme. One firm has quoted
$9 per week if 100 members are involved, and another has been operating at a
cost of $1.33 per night for 155 members.

(3) (a) Patrols in set location:
(b) visit to all premises every half hour; and

(c) contract for three months.
(4) All moneys are paid direct to the relevant security firm.

BOOKS - "BURKIE'
Government Assistance

1242. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(I) Is he aware of any Government assistance in the form of funding or otherwise
towards the publication of the biography of the fonmer Premier of this State
titled Burkie?

(2) If so. what is the exact amount of assistance granted from the State
Government towards -

(a) publication and printing costs;

(b) financial assistance to the author?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

No funding was provided by the Government towards the publication of the
biography. The author, Mr Hamilton, was given access to certain
departmental records for research purposes and, because these records could
not be removed from the premises, he had intermittent use of a small office.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Public Opinion/Marketing Suervey

1243. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Is he aware of any public opinion and marketing survey undertaken by the
Western Australian Water Authority over the last 12 months?

(2) If so, what was the cost of this survey?
(3) Who was commissioned to carry out the survey?

(4) What was the purpose of the survey?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. Three studies have been undertaken, namely -

(a) Water conservation: Public Attitudes and Behaviour, Perth, May 1988;
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(b) Customer Services Study, Perth, May 1988; and

(c) Customer Survey: Attitudes towards Water Authority Services,
Planning: Perth, Karratha, Kalgoorlie and Albany, August 1988.

(2) (a) $31 800;
(b) $ 10 000; and

(c) $22400.

(3) (a) Donovan Research;

(b) Impact Communications; and

(c) Chadwick Martin Consultants.
(4) (a) Test effectiveness of 1987-88 summer water conservation campaign

and assess current public attitudes and behaviour in relation to water
conservation;

(b) assess specialised needs of "key" customers of Water Authority; and
(c) assess public attitudes towards "key" Water Authority services, and

information needs. Establish benchmark data to track future
performance.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Public Opinion/Marketing Survey

1244. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for The South West:
(1) Is he aware of any public opinions and/or marketing survey undertaken by the

South West Development Authority over the last 12 months?
(2) If so, what was the exact cost of this survey?
(3) Who was commissioned to carry out this survey?
(4) What was the purpose for undertaking this survey?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes, I am aware of the South West Development Authority conducting an

organisational. survey.
(2) $3 950.
(3) Donovan Research.
(4) The survey was used to obtain public views on the South West Development

Authority's activities and methods of operation thus better defining its
regional development program.

MARTIN, MR ROBERT - R & IBANK
Conditions of Employment - Government Involvement

1247. Mr HASSELL to the Premier:

Has he or any Minister of the Government, or any Government employee or
adviser on contract to the Government, been involved in any way in
discussions relating to, or the making of any arrangement, agreement or
understanding between the Rural and Industries Bank as administrator of the
Teachers Credit Society and Mr Robert Martin, to allow Mr Robert Martin to
continue in business rather than be put into receivership or liquidation in
respect of his substantial outstanding liabilities to the Teachers Credit Society,
bearing in mind this question does not relate to actions of the kind described
taken by officers of the R & I Bank?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
I am infonmed by the Under Treasurer that this is a matter for the R & I Bank
as administrator. However, in view of the underwriting of any losses by the
Government, the administrator often consults with the Under Treasurer or the
Assistant Under Treasurer (Finance) on major issues that arise from time to

2996



[Thursday, 15 September 19881 29

time. Such matters include the bank's action to ensure that the maximum
return is achieved from the security held by Teachers Financial Society in
respect of its liabilities. As administrator, the R & I Bank has full authority to
deal in these matters and to consult with Treasury without any reference to me
ortto people acting on my behalf.

NURSING HOMES - HOSTELS
Beds - Increased Allocation

1252. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:
In view of the Federal Government's announcement that more nursing home
and hostel beds are to be allocated in Australia, how many will Western
Australia receive?

Mr WILSON replied:

1988-89 - 10 additional hostel beds; and
1989-90 - I additional nursing home bed; 104 additional hostel beds.

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION - AUSTRALIND
Five Year Olds

1253. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Education:

(I) Will there be adequate places for five year olds for preprimary in the
Australind area in 1989?

(2) Are all five year olds currently catered for in the Australind area?

(3) Has the number of students expected for preprimary next year been
investigated to see if adequate places are available for 1989?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) The number of places required for five year olds will not be known until
schools complete their registration and enrolment procedures by 21 October
1988.

(2) Australind Primary School, Clifton Park Primary School and Eaton Primary
School currently have no waiting lists of five year olds.

(3) The number of students expected for preprimary next year will be known once
schools complete their registration and enrolment procedures by 21 October
1988.

AIRPORTS - SOUTH WEST
Studyv

1254. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for The South West:

(1) Has a study of the airport facilities of the south west been carried out in the
last five years?

(2) If so, when?
(3) What were the terms of reference?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The only exercise of which I am aware is a current study of air service demand

in the south west.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The objective of the study is to establish the aggregate demand for a regional

airport facility in the south west and to ascertain the trade-offs involved
between air services and other modes of transport.
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HOMES WEST
Full Serviced Residential Lots - Metropolitan Area

1256. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

How many fully serviced residential lots were produced in the metropolitan
area by Homeswest in the financial years -

(a) 1985-86;
(b) 1986-87; and

(c) 1987-88?
Mrs BEGGS replied:

As it will take some time to identify the information from l-omeswest's
records, I will respond to the member in writing.

HOUSING
Vacant Developed Housing Lots - Metropolitan Area

1257. Mr LEWIS tothe Minister for Planning:

What is the number of vacant developed housing lots existing in the
metropolitan region as at 30 June 1988?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Approximately 21 940 single residential vacant lots.

PATHOLOGICAL LABORATORIES - CARNARVON
After Hours Services

1259. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of the lack of out of hours coverage in the Camnarvon region with

regard to pathology laboratory services'?
(2) If so, is he prepared to provide a second pathologist or laboratory technician at

the hospital to cover after hours services?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)

Not applicable.
ST JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION - COT DEATHS

Drivers - Distress Aid
1261. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

Is he prepared to encourage the St John Ambulance drivers who attend homes
where a cot death has occurred to leave association names, addresses and
telephone numbers of those people that are willing to help the bereaved
parent/parents over the anxiety and distress that often accompanies the sudden
death of their child?

Mr WILSON replied:
No. I do not believe that this is an appropriate role for St John Ambulance
drivers, whose role is to take the child to the nearest emergency centre. Cot
death is a diagnosis made by exclusion of other causes at post mortem. Dr
John Hilton, who is the medical expert on cot deaths in WA, arranges to
interview and counsel the parents once the diagnosis of cot death is made.
Parents can be referred to support groups by their family doctor or Dr Hilton.

COT DEATHS - POLICE
Civilian Clothing

1262. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Is he aware that on some occasions uniformed police attend cot deaths?
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(2) Is he aware that same of these parents, already distressed by the death of their
child, feel further distressed by the presence of police in uniforms?

(3) Is he prepared to try to overcome this problem by having police who attend
such deaths wear civilian clothes?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(I) Yes. Uniformed officers are required to attend incidents of cot death in the
outer metropolitan and country areas.

(2) 1 can understand that this may sometimes be the case.

(3) The staff at the Coronial Inquiry Section, who operate in the metropolitan
area, wear civilian clothes in an effort to maintain a low profile and thus ease
the trauma experienced by bereaved relatives. However, it is difficult to
ensure that all incidents of cot death be attended by plain clothes police State-
wide. Nevertheless, I will ask for the Con-uissioner of Police's advice on this
matter.

BUSSELTON DRAINAGE DISTRICT
Rates Application - Legal Opinions

1263. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

Further to question 1 191 of 1988 relating to the Busselton drainage district, as
the report by Mr Malcolm Lee, QC in which he states his opinion that the
Busselton drainage district rates may have been misapplied is a publicly
available document, will he make equally available the Crown Law advice
that has caused him to ignore Mr Lee's opinion?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

See answer to question 706.
VIDEO TAPES CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROL ACT - X RATED

VIDEOTAPES
Charges - Convictions

1264. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

Since proclamation of the Video Tapes Classification and Control Act, how
many persons or companies in Western Australia have been -

(a) charged; and

(b,) convicted

of selling, advertising or possessing X rated videotapes?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

Since proclamation of the Act on 19 February 1988, seven entities have been
charged and two have been convicted of offences against the Video Tapes
Classification and Control Act.

PASTORAL LEASES - ABORIGINES
1265. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Lands:

Would she list for me the pastoral lease properties now held by Aboriginal
groups?

Mrs HENDERSON replied:

The following pastoral leases are held by, or for, Aboriginal groups in
Western Australia -

Pantijan Carlindie
Doon Doon Coongan
Noonkanbah Kangan
Millijiddee Lalla Rookb
Frazier Downs Mt Welcome
Billiluna Peedamulla
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Lake Gregory Pippingarra
Carson River Walagunya
Mt Anderson Callawa
Mowanjum Koongie Park
Bow River Elvire
Glen HI Mt Barnert
La Grange

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

AUSTEC - SHARES
202. Mr VMacKINNON to the Treasurer:

(I) Is the Treasurer aware that 114 000 shares in Austec were traded on the
Melbourne Stock Exchange today for 12c per share?

(2) Is the Treasurer aware that the Government Employees Superannuation
Board's $8 million guarantee would show a loss of $7.52 million on the basis
of that price?

(3) Is the Treasurer aware that, subsequent to its enforced purchase of four million
shares, its holding of those shares would have risen to 7 062 024 shares?

(4) Is the Treasurer aware that, at 12c per share, the holding mentioned in (3)
would now be worth $847 433 which is $10 341 551 less than the actual
prices that were paid for those shares?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(4)
1 do not carry my pocket calculator around for the Leader of the Opposition.
The answer is, of course, no.

Mr Hassell: When are you going to answer the questions?
Mr PETER DOWDING: The answer is no, but I do not intend sitting down until I

say a few things.

Mr Hassell: When are you going to answer the questions I asked last night?
Mr PETER DOWDING: As soon as they are provided to me. The member for

Cottesloc has the arrogance to expect me to answer instantly 57 questions
which were dumped on me last night without paying me the courtesy of
supplying me with those questions. T~ey will be answered in the fullness of
time when I anm provided with the answers. Because he was so smarmy about
raising allegations in relation to a Dr someone or other being a member of the
Labor Parry, I asked the Secretary of the Labor Party whether he knew of that
gentleman's relationship with the Labor Party and was told that there was
none. Where does the member for Cottesloe get the right to ask a question
likce that?

M/r Hassell: You got that answer pretty quickly.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I saw the secretary in the corridor. The member for
Cottesloe makes allegations by asking a question. We have had a debate in
this House once before about allegations and assertions being made in
questions and the Speaker has actually ruled on it. Th1e member for Cottesloe
does not learn.

Mr Cash: Lawyers are all the same. They refuse to answer questions.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Is the member for Mt Lawley ready for the election we are
going to call?

Mr Cash: My wordlIam.

M~r PETER DOWDING: I bet the member is because he does not have to go to the
electors; he has a safe position.
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There is no question from what was said by me yesterday that an investment
by the board in the Danbury group of companies was an investment which,
after the crash, was worth very substantially less. Indeed, the group showed it
in its books as having nil value. Maybe it was nil value at 30 June. The
Leader of the Opposition by his own question has indicated that the shares
have increased in value since 30 June. I do not know whether they have or
not. However the books recorded their value at zero.

Mr Hassell: You are getting mixed up. They are the wrong shares.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Al right; they are the wrong shares. What I am crying to
tell the Leader of the Opposition is that the movement in share prices -

Mr Macinnon: You have already had two days to debate this and you still do nor
know which shares we are talking about.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am trying to make the point that the Leader of che
Opposition's sleazy allegations go wide of the mark because the investment
decision was a small area of the board's performance which has not been
successful. That is the truth and that is the end of the matter. If those shares
increase in value in due course, the board will take advantage of chat. If the
hoard wishes to change its paper loss into an actual loss it can sell the shares.
That is an investment decision for the board.

PARTY CONFERENCE - LIBERAL PARTY
Esperance - l-rfe/d, Mr Tomn

203. Mr CUNNINGHAM to the Premier

Further to my question 134 on Tuesday, 23 August and question 15] on
Thursday. 25 August. has the Premier been given support for his call for the
Liberal Party to clear the name of its State director, Tom Herzfeld, over the
disastrous party conference in Esperance early this year?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I amn sure that members of the Opposition will remember that I said on 25
August that what the Liberal Party was doing to Mr Herzfeld by forcing hint
to resign and be a scapegoat was scandalous. What did members of the
Oposition front bench say then?

Mr Lewis: This is a nonsense question.

Mri PETER DOWDING: But all members said it was true.

Mr Macinnon: We are looking forward to your State Conference.

Mr Lighcfooc interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The motion in relation to the member for Murchison-Eyre is
not being dealt with today so we can welcome him back into the House.
Members opposite all looked a bit abashed and said, "What nonsense". The
Liberals searched around and settled on poor old Tom as a scapegoat and all
he was doing was the bidding of the power directors of the Liberal Party to
make sure that the Liberal factions did not lose any numbers at the conference.

Mr Parker: Where are the factions at the moment?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I chink we might have to test them at the polls.

Mr Bradshaw: You are not looking too good at the polls.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am happy. Let us turn away from the problems of the
front bench of the Liberal Party to the problems of the Liberal Party as a
whole. I received support from none other than Mr Simpson.

In The West Australian of 14 September. Mr Simpson, in relacion to Mr
Herzfeld, was quoted as saying -

"lHe does not deserve the shabby treatment which some have directed
cowards him,"...
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I was interested to read those remarks because the next quote to which I want
to refer indicates that the Liberal front bench behaves in public in exactly the
saint way it behaves in private. I have criticised members opposite for their
abuse. I have criticised members opposite for their scurrilous suggestions
which have been motivated by partisan interests. Those axe the sorts of words
I have used about the member for Contesloe, the young boy wonder member
for Nedlands, and the Leader of the Opposition, in particular. What does Mr
Simpson say?

Mr Court: Sit down! Your credibility is zero.

Mr Lewis: Carping and whingeing!
Mr PETER DOWDING: Have members seen the article? It states -

Mr Simpson quoted a memo from Mr Herzfeld several days before the
conference which had referred to the "abuse and threats I have had to
endure, and the scurrilous suggestion that I have been motivated by
partisan interests.

That is the private face of the Liberal Party which seeks to govern the State of
Western Australia!

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CO LTD
Sales Contracts

204. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:

(1) With whom has Petrochemical Industries Limited negotiated its sales
contracts?

(2) Have any of those contracts been negotiated on a take or pay basis?
Mr PARKER replied:

(1) 1 am not quite sure what the first part of the question means precisely, but
assuming that the Leader of the Opposition is talking about the off-rake
contracts for the chlorine derivative elements of the petrochemical plant, it has
been vety much a matter of the public record that those off-take arrangements
are with Mitsubishi Corporation.

(2) Yes, those are firmn contracts for the taking of the product by that company.
Mr Hassell: At prices prevailing at the time?
Mr PARKER: Certainly, as all such contracts are.

Mr Hassell: Those prices could be below cost.
Mr Peter Dowding: Here we go! You wouldn't do anything, would you? Ever heard

of a take or pay gas contract?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr PARKER: I should have said that the normal arrangement for a take or pay

contract is that we take the product at the prevailing world price. That is the
normal arrangement, but it is not the arrangement unfortunately with our gas
contract because under that take or pay contract the price in many aspects is
unrelated to prevailing world prices.

Mr Court: I'm glad you said "many aspects".

Mr PARKER: I will come back to that because the only areas in which it is related to
prevailing world prices are areas that I was able to renegotiate into the contract
in 1985.

PUBLIC SECTOR - MANPOWER
205. Dr ALEXANDER to the Premier:

Can the Premier give details of the latest figures on the Western Australian
public sector work force?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
We have to listen closely to some of the speeches of some of the less relevant
members of the Opposition, because they are saying things which are just so
fundamentally wrong that the public need to have the infonrnation corrected.
The member for Darling Range in the House talked about the massive increase
in the public sector work force in the Stare. When members opposite were in
office, not only could they not say who worked for the public sector, they also
never even had in place the management controls to work out how many
people worked in the Public Service.

Mr Bradshaw: What about the formner Premier? We asked him how many people
were employed and he couldn't answer.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes, but it took us two years to put in place that major
program. It is now in place and we know the answers. The personnel
informnation management system is a world class system initiated by us as a
management tool to enable us to deliver to the people of Western Australia a
modicum of efficiency in the public sector, a fact which those opposite
conveniently ignored during their term in Government. Therefore, they
should not belly-ache about it.
In a recent article, The Australian Financial Review indicated that the Public
Service as a percentage of the Australian work force was declining; that in
Western Australia out of the Commonwealth. State and local government
sectors, the State Government had shown the slowest growth increase. The
State Government's share of the State's work force had declined by 2.6
percentage points to 22.9 per cent. During the same period the
Commnonwealth and local government sectors grew by 9.1 per cent and 11.8
per cent respectively.

I make the point also that the Western Australian Government continues to
lead the way in the employment of women. In August 1983, 4 1.9 per cent of
its employees were female, compared to the State average of 39.6 per cent and
32.9 per cent of the Commonwealth employees. In February, this had
increased to 47.3 per cent. The decline in the public sector work force in
Western Australia is in fact much greater than that of other sectors and, quite
contrary to what the member for Darling Range said, it is grossly misleading
to suggest that there has been an outrageous increase. I will give members the
correct figures. Since July 1983, the public sector work force in Western
Australia grew by 6.2 per cent, a real decrease. I seek leave to have
incorporated in Hansard a graph from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
which shows the relation between public employment and private employment
in Western Australia.

[The material in appendix A was incorporated by leave of the House.]
[See p No 298 1. ]

PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT
Construction Contracts

206. Mr COURT to the Minister for Economic Development and Trade:
(1) Did the Minister attempt to renegotiate the construction contracts for the

petrochemical project with the Japanese company selected during his recent
visit overseas?

(2) If yes, will these contracts now provide for a greater Western Australian
content, bearing in mind that the initial contracts had the minimum possible
Australian content?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1)-(2)
I noticed that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked that question of the
Premier earlier in the week. Of course, lie so many of the Opposition's
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questions, it is based on a false premise. Often, the Opposition takes a
commurent that is made from time to time by a particuiar person, someone in the
Press or some interest group, and takes it for gospel. It then develops on that
comment as though it were gospel and creates all sorts of hypotheses based on
it. It is not true to say and never was true to say that the original arrangements
far the contract for the construction of the petrochemical plant made provision
for a minimal Western Australian content. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition had bothered to follow the quite considerable public discussion
that took place on that issue towards the end of last year or early this year
when the project was wholly in the hands of the private sector, he would have
recognised that at that time arrangements were pui in place which meant that
there were very good opportunities for all aspects of the Western Australian
work force, both those who will actually work on the site and in the
fabrication factories and the companies to participate in that project. That
posit ion has not changed; if anything it is likely to be enhanced. It is simply
not the case that until these discussions this week there was provision for
minimial Western Australian input into the construction of that facility.

PROSTITUTION
huternarional Racker - Bangkok Travel Agent

207. Mr RIPPER to the Premier:

Has the Premier investigated the allegations by the Leader of the Opposition
about a Bangkok travel agency linked to an international prostitution racket?

Mr PETER DOW DING replied:

Those allegations were made in this House by the Leader of the Opposition
and, as the Opposition knew and intended should happen, they appeared in the
newspaper under a headline, "Thai vice agency link to Exim: MP".

Mir Hassell: It is the first successful business venture it has had.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The Opposition thinks that is funny. Let me remind

members that on 28 December of this year the Harry l-opman international
tennis championship will be held in Perth with eight international top tennis
teams competing in what will be the first tournament on the major
international tennis circuit, as a result of the work of EventsCorp.

Mr Macinnon: Is that WADC?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes. The Opposition wants to tar that organisation with the
same brush as Exim, and it thinks it is funny that a headline should link a vice
agency with Exim. That is a good laugh, but what would happen if people in
the international community stopped dealing with Exim because it is related to
WADC? The member for Murchison-Eyre is happy to give comfort to
rumours that the WADC is employing someone with a terrible history of gold
smuggling. What would it be like if a business person in Hong Kong,
Singapore or Bangkok, who wanted to establish a major international event in
Western Australia, was wondering whether or not to do business with Exim
and he read that sort of headline? What would his reaction be?
I have investigated the matter and neither Exim nor I have absolutely any
knowledge of any impropriety on behalf of a Bangkok travel agent. This
Bangkok travel agent made an offer to Exini of bringing students to study in
Western Australian educational institutions, and asked if Exim would be
prepared to find places for these students if they were brought to Western
Australia. Exirn checked her credentials with a series of people and was told
she was highly recommended. Exim agreed to help to place any students
brought to Western Australia to attend educational institutions, and no formal
agreement was entered into. In 1987 she advised that she had a group of
students wishing to smudy a short English course at the Western Australian
International College. Those students camre to Western Australia, and the
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travel agent came at her own expense and accommodated herself. That is the
extent of the relationship between Exim and this travel agent.

If the Opposition does what the member for Murchison-Eyre did - and what
the Leader of the Opposition permitted him to do - and raises headlines such
as this, it can only denigrate Western Australia, The Opposition does it for the
basest of political motives.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS - WATERFRONT
Western Australia

208. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Labour:

(I) Does the Government have any plans to deregulate or institute changes to the
Western Australian waterfront to improve its efficiency?

(2) Does it include the elimination of inefficient work practices or industrial
awards which contribute to the inefficiencies on the Western Australian
waterfront?

Mr TROY replied:

I thank the Leader of the National Party for some notice of the question. It
gives me an opportunity to place very clearly on record the position in
Fremantle, despite all the best efforts of the member for Cottesloe to put
completely false figures to this House on a number of occasions in the past.
He has gone out of his way to quote the Australian Association of Employers
of Waterside Labour's figures and, clearly those figures have been grossly
inaccurate because they have never reflected the total number of man hours
lost or the number of vessels affected by it. There have been circumstances in
which one vessel in Fremantle was tied up for a period at a time when the full
complement of man hours was recorded, and in the same period in Sydney in
the order of 13 vessels were tied up for a significantly longer period, yet the
Sydney dispute was recorded as less.

The industrial relations climate on the waterfront in Western Australia, and in
Fremantle in particular, has improved significantly over the last two to three
years. For example. from 1985-86 to 1986-87 there was a 22 per cent
decrease in the number of stoppages. and that figure was held in 1997-88. The
delays to shipping h 'urs in 1985 were 4 517, and in 1986 the figure was
4 535; it is interesting to note the figure for 1987-88 which reduced to 1 515,
in other words, a 66 per cent decrease in the number of hours lost.

Statistics from the Federal Department of Transport and Communications - in
other words, reliable statistics - show that for the last four years of the Liberal
Government from July 1979 to June 1983, the man hours lost by waterside
workers in Fremantle directly due to industrial disputes totalled 123 100, an
average of 30 780 for each of those four years. In the first four years of the
Burke Government, from July 1.983 to June 1987, 38 700 man hours were lost
by waterside workers at Fremantle; compared to the 123 100 man hours of the
previous four years of Liberal Government. That represents a reduction of
more than 66 per cent. Similarly, the yearly average decreased to less than
9 700 man hours, compared to 30 780 for the last four years of the Liberal
administration. Quite clearly the Western Australian Government has
introduced a number of initiatives to effect these improvements, and there is
still significant work to do; the Government does not deny that.

The appointment of a port conciliator to facilitate the speedy resolution of
disputes within the port has been a great success. The Western Australian
Governiment will certainly be examining the latest report of the interstate
commission which has only just emerged and I am happy to hand that to the
Leader of the National Party. It highlights a number of initiatives that can be
taken, and the Government in Western Australia will examine those
recommendations very closely. In addition to the changes recommended in
the report, changes will be taking place in terms of demarcation lines,
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training, union amalgamations and award restructures. These are already
under way with the Fremantle Port Authority and the maritime unions.

It should be clearly understood that a foreign owned shipping council in
Australia has not been prepared to put the true arnd accurate record on the
table. That has resulted in the formation of an Australian shipping council,
representing Australian interests. That body, and also the association of
Australian part authorities, in which the Goverrnent is playing a leading role,
will1 ensure an ongoing improvement, as requested by the Leader of the
National Party.


